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Thou Shal  t  Not Steal  !

1 f  you do may Your buds bl  ast  
'

your seedl  i  ngs damP off  and

your proPagat ' i  on box go sour '

May "  creePi ng char l  eY" get Your

Do1 1 baby i  n t roubl  e;  may a host

of  whi  te f lY destroY Your ePl -

phytes and maY mi I  dew, botrY! ' i  t  '

I  eaf  spot and a' l l  other f  ungus

di  seases run ramPant among

your exot i  ca.

--Placard above a djsPlaY in the
North Carol jna State Universi tY
Campus Greenhouse-Conservatory '

July 1979, Vol  une 37, Number 7
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THE M.G.C.A. MIAMI CONVENTION - MA.V 4-7'  I979

The Miami MGC rol led out the red carpet in a huge ocean front hote ' l  wi th
gooa conu.nt ion faci l i t ies.  I  was able to jo in Sherm Pinkham at the 9I :  \
Ecut ive board meet ing Fr iday af ternoon and meet the of f icers and director
and see them at work]  tney are a concerned and hard-working group dedi-
cated to c ioser part ic ipat ion in c lub act iv i t ies.

The f i  rst  de1 egate session opened Saturday ToIni  ng .wi  th 101 del  egates
.*p"esent ing a-total  of  3I2 votes.  Nat ional  President Ear l  Starr  of
l f ibmi presided and was supported at  the head tab_1e_by his three vice
pt.r idbnts,  Leonard Guerrero,  Aust in,  Texas, Jef f  Col ' l ier ,  Jacksonvi l le,
i l lor th Caroi ina,  dhd John Leonard,  Van t ,Jert ,  0hio,  a lso Harry Bevington'
MGCA Treasurer,  Des Mo' i  nes,  Iowa, and G' lenn Vi  ncent,  Execut i  ve Di  rector,
and his staf f  6f  two, al l  i rom Des Moines, and Delbert  Dunbar,  Past Pres-
ident,  Del ta,  0hio.

The nominat ing commit tee, headed by Past President Sam Fairchi ld,  North
cJioi ina,  pr . i .n l .a inei i  s1ate,  mbving each vice presjdent up 9!d add-
ing Oi ie i tbr  fom Frei ,  Santa Rosa, Ca' l i fornia,  as 3rd Vice President.  A

moI ion f rom the f ]oor also nominated Director Dean McCoy, l ' lebster Groves'
Mi ssour i  ,  for  3rd V' i  ce Presi  dent.  Each cl  ub i  n at tendance was j  nstructed
to cast  one vote for  each 15 members as of  Dec. 3. | ,  1978. In addi t jon'
each d' i  rector could cast  one vote.  h l i th ' l  35 members on record,  our MGCM

could cast  9 votes plus Sherm Pinkham's vote as Director.  Delegates were
urged to caucus and name one club delegate to vote for  the de' legat ion the
fol lowing morning.

Al l  cf f ice!s and conmit tee chair
t ies,  inciuding our Sherm Pinkha
i  ong range pi  cture regardi  ng Li  f
At  present,  over $72,000.00 is h
i  n an i  nvestment Program admi ni  s
apart  f rom MGCA. 0n1Y the inter
a s a f  i  na nci  a ' l  bas e.  George Mi n
scr i  bed the Li  f  e Membersh' iP Prog
36, Akron with 34, Aust in '  Texas
wi th I  8,  Des Moi nes, Iowa, wi  th
Texas, are t ied for  6th Place wi
membership.
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s of  their  year 's act iv i
i , iee on t i te Pres ent and
Endowments and I  nvestmen
U. S. Treasury Notes at
member commi t tee ent i  re ' l
funds is avai lable to MG
, of  the commi t tee de-
d that Stow, 0hio,  led w
f i  e1 d County,  Connect i  cu
l is,  Kent,  0hio,  and TYI
oal  is  10% of the MGCA
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Lorenz' ,pete, 'Pe.:erson, 0ver land, Missour i ,  led the' luncheon presentat ion

bt ih.  euiO.ninu i rom f f re-Heart  commit tee. A s l idg program was presented

bi  the Tucsor.r , 'Ar- jzona, c lub,  shgwing their  work wi th handicapped chi ' ldren.
AwarOs were given to fqgC Mansf je ' l  d,  0hio,  and MGC Wa!chung Hi l ls , ,  New
i.rs; t .  

-A-sieci  
at  award wa! gi  yen to the Park Seed Conpany fgl^thei  r

donat ion of  a l l  seeds used in- the program whjch totaled over $400.00 last
yea r .

Saturday af  ternoon i  nc ' l  uded commi t tee workshops and I  ' learned the detai  I  s

of  the nat iona' l  s l ide compet i t jon in the Photography l r lorkshqP' This is

an act ive prog"u* anO i ; i i l  wr i te more about in i i  later.  There was t ime

for only one seminar per.r i to*. t ,  fo l lowing the.workshoPS, gl td I  sat  in

on the i l rchid seminar hosted by a MGC Miami-onchid grower.  They grow

their  orchids out of  doors in Miami and uie in.  f . . { r .n i  b loomi ig-var i -  
- -=

et ies such as Vandas. They gto* very few of  the f lor ists var iet ies we

grow here.  After the semi 'nai i ,  * .  u i .* .4 i  showing of  the winning sl ides

in the nat ional  compet i t ion.  (cont inued on page 5)
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SEED PRODUCTION PART I  I :  VEqETABLE SEEDS) COARSE
by Laurence t^I .  Corbett

INTR0DUCTI0N Many people have no idea where seed comes from much less
f f iAfe-IT-Ts grown-or how prepared. I  wqs once asked, "What k ind of  a
machine makei  tn is stuf f? i '  Each kind of  seed has a di f ferent handl ing
but we can nake some group separat ions and then some sub separat ions.
We can start  * i t f '  foui  main c i tegor ies:  ( l )  Vegetable seeds; (2) Flower
f . .J i l  i i i  er i t t  seed; and, (4) Farm or Agr i  cu' l  tura ' l  seeds. I ' le wj l l
leave out t ree and shrub seed.

Veqetab' le seeds are usual iy div jded into Coarse seed (peas'

f f i  F i  ne seed wni ch i  nc]  udes al  l  others .  Fi  ne
di  v i  ded j  n io several  groups such aS annual  s anel  b i  enni  a l  s '
are considered a seParate 9rouP.

beans and
seeds are s ub

Vi ne seeds

of sale in most retai l  seed
the immi grants and for Years

into th is country f rom EuroPe.

Peas, beans and corn are the maior i  tems
stores.  0r ' i  g i  na1ly most seeds came w j  th
the 1 arge maior i  ty of  seeds were imported
That is not t rue todaY.

There any many factors that  inf luence where see! i t_9rown. I  would rate
, Ino* hoi^r , '  f j is t ,  then c ' l  imate,  d isease and so' i  l .  P]ant diseases pushed

th;-proAuct ion oi  peas and beans westward from New York state to Michigan
unA i , , t i  s  cons i  n,  to i^ tyomi ng to I  daho and, now, Cal  j  f  orn j  a.  Anthracnose on
beans was virulent in Nei  York.  Halo bl ight  and bacter ia l  b l ight  is  ser-
iJr i  in Michigan, Wisconsin,  and i ,Jyom' i  ng.-  Idaho and Cal i fornja are v i r -
tua' l  1y f ree.

Insect sprays and fungic ides piay-a Yery iTqortan! lqr t .  .Years ago we
(N;; ihr ;b-r ingi  g l^ed ieur at  ! t . -  *nihony, idaho, becai jse i t  was over ih.
SOOO foot elei i t ion ai iO no pea weavi l  existed. Today we controi  pea wea-
vi j  wi th chemjcal  dusts and spr.ays and produce'seed at  iower elevat ions.

t -

Le_g_t_S_eeO product ion is pr imari ly located in Idaho and Cai i fornia where
suTTt- . r i^ ig i i ion is usbo. 0veihead' i  r r igat ig. l  wets the fo l iage and
n.fpi  rpread"diseases_iust  as rains do in our Minnesota area. Beans are
piahted in 

"o*t- ; ; ; i i t !  
twenty tyo inche.s apgl t  br l . row wjdth depends on

soi l ,  farm ruchinery airO cu' l  tural  methods. f !g guide to t jme to harvest
i i  t f . r .  pods toi ing in. i "  f lesh and turning yqt]ory i l ! .  I ,Je cal l  i t  "Buck-
skjn".  

'The 
beans are mature but not hard and br i t t le.  Tl , .  p lants are

cut of f  below the surface of  the ground then raked or roj ' led in windrows
and lef t  to cure for  about a week to ten days depending on weather and

temperature.

Specia ' l  threshing machines have been deve. lop.d t9 "rub" out the seed from

i[ ; -poat.  g.unl"u".-easi ly damaged. -Look 
at  a bean. The two cotyledons

;; ;  u. .V iarge and have a very smal l  jg in ing-fr9a. I f  th is is cracked
or broken the germinat ion is i^uined. Euqn i t . ight-cracks resul t  in "ba' l  d

heads,,  or  def oimed p' l  ants that  have a reducea yi  et  O of  .  pods. Bean seed

ia hand' l  ed wi th as inuch moisture as possib ' l  e so that the seeds have some

'; ! i  ve; ; .  Moi sture i  s somet i  mei aaded'  by mi x i  ng i  n moi st  i  nert  mater i  a l  .

Pea seed is much easier to thresh and clean than beans. Peas are grown

mfrf for ,  io:Cul led "broadcast" ,  dr i l led in c lose together.  Short
season or ear lv var iet ' i  es iu. i ' -as 'Alaska, f i t t t  and Bei t  and Ear iy Sweets

; ; ; -g; : .*nf f i ioninthePa.|ousearea,Spokane, l^ lash. ington
south to Moscow, lauf to]  This is one of  the three areas in the wor ld
where the soi ' l  was formed anO a.posi  ted by the wi nd. You farm the hi ' l  1s

(over)
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in th is area not the val leys as most are canyons.. . -The soi ' l  is  very deep

and hol  ds moi s iu". .  I  n th i  s area the peas are dr i  l ' led i  n and us ua1 ' ly

.orUined direct--no cutt ing or windrowing'

The later var iet ies of .sweets are usual ly.grown with i r r igat ion and' i  n

rows. They are grown tn t ; ; t  i t "q:  ; i . th- t Ie concentrat jon,  however:  11""\
Cal i fornia,  Mont in i ,  h|yoming and the " !agic V.al ley] l  of  Idaho'  These peas

are cut when ih;-polr  i tar t" to ' l  ose coloi  and are "rubbery".

Peas belong to the same fami ly as.vetch and are easy to thresh'  The bjg

ainle.- l i  wina;;a or rain af ter  they afe cut .  i f  the wind ro ' l  ls  the

vines i t  wi l t  thresh them. Rain wet i  the pods ?ld when !h".y dry the pods

pop open. The o' l  d sayi  ng th; i  "yo!  do -  
not  own them unt i ' l  they are i  n the

bag,, is very t rue for-pe;: . -Cf.uning is s imi lar  to that  for  beans but j t

is  faster, .u i l . "  and witr t  less damage therefore cheaper '

Sweet corn seed todav is near lv-a1l  l r  hvPrid. t ,o '9 Yi l i - lo!-dl : : : t :
open

the
true.

Swegt corn seeq roqdy ls l rEqr rJ- ' "  :1

f f i , ; ; ; ; ; . . - ' l . - " . i1.wor! '9 l . !Y! I j1^:1. : : " : : : : i ; "9ol :" : |
l : ; ; ; l j : f ,= i t l i i l ' " i r i I " i i  " i i ' t ; ;k  

i  i - to a.u. i  op 909d. i : 'breds that breed
- -^r^ . , i11 ^^- l - i -

t  t r )Eql  LI t  J uq I

Next comes the long-test ing program to l i lo.whjch, ' !nbf .9t  t ' I ] i l . - :oTgi : :
;T i ;  ; ;o; i . i "T. ; ; ; ;  ; ; " ; ; ; ;  ;  ; ;p."roi  r ,vbr id.  rnt :  takes vears of  work

* ^ - :  ^

ADD TO YOUR NEhl ROSTER

and thousandt oi  iJmui nj t ions.  Vou nay never get that  super i  or  one.

After a hybr id is estab' l ished remember that  one inbred becomes the male

parent,  anoth""  inbr.d the. iemale.  The tassel  is  the male or po11en

shedd. i  ng part .  fne s i lk  is i f ' .  fema' le and each si lk is at tached to a

single kernel .  Most sweet-corn seed is grown with i r r igat ion,  pr imari ' ly

to . increase yi  e1d and get a i  u"g.r  kernei  or  seed. 4 standard pl  ant ' ing

is two rows of  male to foui  or  i lx  rows of  female.  I f  the nale plants

are shorter thun-the 
- female 

or are shy pol le l .prgducers-you may. have

p. i  ob' lems for Co"n is q gtuts-and is win{-?ol ] inatea, (Peas and beanS are-\

sel f  pol l inatea tneiefoie i l  i i -u. iv di f f icul i , '  to proouce frybi ' ' i  ds.  )  
1

I t  is  best to have two rows of  "ma' le corn plant ' t -9n each side of  the f  je l  d '

Ar.r  tassers are removed from-the femare rbws. The secret  to obtaining a

good clean hybr id is to nave; i i  t i ise ' ls  removed before they can shed

pol ' l  en and devel  op an i  nbr.a,  r r ' .  mal  e rows are not harvested f  or  seed'

Sometirnes th. i - ; ; ;  iut  for- ieea though usual  1y they are iust  d jscarded'

The ears on the f  emal e rows formeriy were pi  c! .ed .by hand but now a mechan-

i  cal  p i  cker i  i  
-  
used. The sma' l  I  but l  on an'  i  nbred Lar rnakes the ear hard

to pick mechanical iy.  namig. i t -of t .n,  done to some seed as a resul t '

corn seeds though they ur.- i6no.oty l  edons i  n i  ure easi  iy  wi  th rough hand-

i ing or long droPs.

The ears of  sweet corn are dr. i  ed to a poi  nt  where the kerne' l  s have I  ess

than 1a% moi sture,  us ua. l  1y o"t"  io 7%. rrr l  s art i  f  i  c i  a1 .dry i  ng has, i  ncreased

the. longevi ty-or- i . .a and'mi intained vigor.  corn seed is s ized by length

of kernel  and thickness ror-meinanicat  6t lnters.  .A!d,  obvious' ly '  i t  pays

to use chemical  seed treatmeni i  to protbct  against  soi ' l  fungi  and insects '

Prestegord,  Crai  g (MarY
1?0 CanterburY Rd. (71

Eau Cl ai  re,  I ,J i  5470. l

Rahn, R. A. "Ray" (Rosie) 454-6457
4290 Blackhawk Rd. 454-9884
Eagan, Mn. 55122 -_-.

Lojs)
s )  834-3771
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i  I  ed af ter  ba1 1 ot i  ng,  perhaps
own expense to help organize
needs nore he' l  p i  n the west.
eona rd Guerrero ,  i  nvj  ted
omising a big Texas welcome.
ut in bids for  the 1982 con-
at  their  November meet inq.

Sunday af ternoon we devoted to garden and nursery tours.  No choice was
'  dvai ' labl  e.  No one knew where they were going unt i  1 the buses I  ef t .  0ur

bus load enjoyed a MGC Miami member 's greenhouses and yard and a bromel iad
and an orchid nursery before f in ishing with another member 's col lect ion of
unusua' l  t ropical  t rees and shrubs, including a var iegated banana tree com-

a plete w' i  th fu l ' l  qrown bananas, (They appeaied on the speakers table at
the banquet anci  we were invi ted to take one home. )

(C0NVENTI0N, f rom page 2)
The dinner program included club bul let in awards and our edi tor  of  the
SPRAY, Ed CuIbert ,  was named one of  the winners.  The St.  Louis delega-
t ion_gave a-wel l  Plepared invi tat ion to St.  Louis in 1980, showing an
excel lent  f i lm on St.  Louis and descr ib ing the Chase Hotel  and fai l i i -
t ies for  the May 25-28,1980, convent ion.-  The hotel  is  across the street
from Forest  Park and is near the Missour i  Botanical  Gardens with i ts one
acre -9e9desic dome 9!d guided tram tours of  the gardens. 0ne night wj  l l
!e a "Night 0n the Rfver" ,  featur ing dinner on a r iver boat and Ihen div-
id ing into 3 groups and jo in ing in a steamboat race down the r iver.

Sunday breakfast  was preceded by a short  sermon and prayer service by
Director GqlV Feathers,  MGC Miami.  l , le then'returned to the 2nd delegate
sess i  on whi ' le our wi  ves at tended a semi nar hosted by the Mi ami I  kebana
Soci€tY, whose members brought dozens of  large beaut i fu l  f lowers and dem-
onstrated Japanese arrangi  ng.

The nominat ion of  Tom Frei ,  Ca' l  i fornia,  preva
because he of fered to t ravel  anywhere at  h is
new cl  ubs and encourage present c ' l  ubs.  MGCA
The Aust j  n,  Texas, c l  ub,  headed by I  st  V.  P.  L
everyone to the l98l  c0nvent ion in Aust in,  pr
Both Spokane, Wash i  ngton ,  and Tol  edo, 0hi  o,  p
vent ion.  The MGCA board makes that decis ion

a descr ipt ion of  the wor ld of  brome-
of Parrot  JungJe, where we went the
ies,  we saw l6ts of  parrots and a
a rain forest  where'  i t  rafns every

e bus, w€ vis i ted the Fairchi ld Troo-
n the af ternoon.

This being Monday and the c ' lose of  the convent ion,  we at tended the recep-
t ion and banquet in the evening. An excel lent  d inner served by a very
professional  Cuban staf f  was fol lowed by award presentat ions and a Hawai-
ian Hula show. The top club award went to Libertyvi ' l  ' le,0hio,  which just
nosed out Dal las.  The top indiv idua' l  award went to Stan Munro, MGC Mar-
cej lus,  New York.

Al though this was my f i rst  convent ion,  I  th jnk i t  must have been one of
the better ones. I t  was very colorful ,  we' l  I  organized and he' ld in excel-
lent  faci l i t ies.  (0ur rooms were about 57 feet- f rom the back of  the k i t -
chen to the f  ront  of  the sun par ' lor .  )  Sherm Pi nkham wi 1 ' l  have to te l  l
you how i t  compared with previous convent ions,  but I  was told by just
about everyone I  met how they thought the Minneapol is convent ion in 1967
was one of  the bes t  convent i  ons they ever at tended.

Final  observat ion:  As I  have of ten sai  d,  gardeners are f r i  endly peop' l  e.
Al t ! ' tough Sherm's introduct ions helped, my wife and I  fe l t  r ight  at  home
with the other delegates and their  wives and we met and enjoyed a iot  of
f  r i  endly peop' le.

--Chet Groger

The eveni  ng di  nner program i  nc ' l  uded
I i  ads by the grounds s uper i  ntendent
fol lowing morning. As the name impi
beaut i  f  u l  t ropi  ca1 j  ung' le,  i  nc ' l  udi  ng
night.  Af ter  a good box lunch on th
i  cal  Gardens, a Fl  or i  da arboretum, i

r-
1_

-5



n,i)
6

OVER THE GARDEN FENCE

"Apri l  showers br ing Ma.y f ' l  owers" so the saying goes.;  but  th is rain in

Juhe is r id icr torr . -  This is being wri t ten on Saturday June 9.  I t  has

been raining; j i -d;y ana t  an th i ;k ing about bui ld ing an ark instead of

plant ing f lowers.

L0eKI NG AHEAD: l^ le wi  I  t  have our t radi  t i  ona' l  tour of  members'  gardens

-.ning 

tour for  members and mal e gue:! : . .  Augugt 25 -and, ?QJulv l0--an e '
rFi t r th;" f i ; ; ; t  ino* at  the arboretum. Thgre 

- i l l ,?t ,3 :11: :  f : t - l i9t
io s; t  them groomins their  mater ia l -  Septembelt- :1111 i l -9ol l i :^ i* lou'
; ;  i l . iu; ; ; ' ;  ; ; ; ; ;^ i 'n i i r '  our wives hasl6-sugsested'  Anv conments

n ^r^L^* ^- l  t r l  a

i  noJi  a be gi  ve;  
- i ; -  

r red Gl asoe who heads thi  s ivent.  0ctober and November
. ' :11. . : . , {hrnLr.FMntrn+o] ivetMarkMondav.Decemff iw j  I  I  f  i  nd us back at  Mount 0 ' l  i  vet .  Mark Monday, December 4

^-Chrjstmaspu"iv.oi . r .StehieyandChetGff ingtobethe
bes t  ever.

The Board has been accused of  s ' low act ion on membership requests.  l ' le ask,
;wno did you gi ; ;  t [ ;  ippj icat ion to?",  and are to]d,  "To some board mem-

ber."  Memb.t in ip ippt iq i t ions should be given to our s-ecrelqry '  Dick. .

v;; i t r '  -e '  u lua1' lY-
iT*-T*day io l lowing the 

" .gu' la i"meet ing,  
Appl i .qt ions incompletelv f i ' l  led

out are returned to the spoisor which de' tayt  bgls ' i  derat ion for  a month.
you can help by making sure i f , .  remb€rship appl icat ion form.(the 8l- ,  x l l

form, rot  the- i r i t t  b iue.u" i i - i fp"op.. ly ahb comple!9lv I" l i teq qut-befo=
si  snins as sponsor.  Then u.- iure-vou dgi iver the appl i : i5;9! . , ' - i : i . t : ] {  l :=
th;  seiretary ei ther in person or:"ry.  mai l .  Thjs proceOu!{wl  l l ' re 'sul l ' rn=
qu' ick act ion.  ! -  

. , i .  r -E

GET YOUR RESERVATi ON CARD I  N. See you on the tour.
/r

- -Rnh Gena -- \ \

Return to
TllE GARDEN SPMY of MGCM, INC.
ffi, Edltor
5315 Portland Avenue
Mlnneapol ls,  Mlnnesota 55417

**** '*
MEN'S GARDEI'I CLIIB OF MINNEAPOLIS, INC.

CLUB OFFICERS:
Presldent:  ROBERT GAGE
16145 Hi l - lerest  I -8. ,  Eden Pralr1e,5534\
Vlee Presldent:  ARCHIE CAPLE
7?2I -  15 Ave. S.,  Rlehf1e1d, 55423
Seeretary:  RICHARD G. VICTOR
4358 Metcal f  Dr. ,  Eagan, 55122
Treasurer: CIIARLES H. ROBBINS
?112 Park Ave.,  R1chf le1d, 55423
Past Presldent: RfCHARD HUI,BERT
3422 Xerxes Ave. N.. ,  MPls. ,  51412
Dlrector: JEROLD R. SHANNON
rBl+Z ELeanor Ave.,  St .  Peu1, 551]- :6
Dtrector: RICIIARD D' STEHLY
55OO Fremont Ave. S.r  MPls. ,  55419
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er i l rm E. Hul l
5833 Cr..ton Roed
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