


rTwas the night before
Christmas and al l

throuqh the yard
The branches were bare

and the ground
ftozen hard;

Those roses were dormant
ancl  nulched al l  around

To protect  them from
damaqe i f  f rost

heaves the ground.

l^Jhen what to rny wonder ing
eyes should appear

Rut a t ruck fu l l  of  g i f ts
of  gardening gear.

Saint  Nick was the dr iver--
a r ight  jo l ly  o ld el f  ,

And he rv inked as he said,
r tJ tm a gardener mysel f  t t t

-Q131193 and 
-Janice 

Jens,-n

announcemenB.

Then jo l ly  St.  Nick,
having empt ied his load,

Started his t ruck and
took to t t te road.

And I  heard him excLaim
through the motor 's

loud hurn:
TTMERRY CHRISTI ' IAS to al l ,

and to al l  a GREEi.J T,r , f  i .  l , '

The Minnesota state Horticultural society 5th District
(Hennepin county prinarily) has been activatld after several_
years of inactivity. A r/2 day spring. seminar has been
tentat ively scheduled for the r i rLt  batuiaay in Apr i l  1990.
A summer f lower and vegetable shovr in which the uejrrs Gard.en
clubs of Minnetonka and Minneapolis are anticipated toparticipate (probably instead of our ind.ivid.uar ='hows) is
tentatively scheduled for nid Ju1y, to coincide with the
Annual convention of the Minnesota state Horticultural
society to be held j .n Minneapol is in 1990. A sunmer bus
tour and a fal1 gardening seminar are also tentativeiy
scheduled.

This nelr activity . wil l provide our group with a greater
availabil it l '  to t.rngly . garden inforriati6n. rf you aie
interested in participit ing in the planning of any of these
events, contact Duane Reynolds Kent pettersbn, Lee
Gi11igan, Duane Johnson, Ru-s sni th or Fred Glasoe.

rf you are interested in orchids and would l ike to attend an
orchid society of Minnesota raonthly nreeting, contact Russ
sni th.  The neet ings are general ly held at  f : 'oo p.M. on the
third saturday of each nonth in -roora 

3sb in the classroom
off ice bui ld ing at  the u of  M Twin c i t ies st .  paul  campus.
There is no adrnj.ssion charge for guests. Members have aplant dispray table where the displayed plants are
discussed. There is also a speaker aiscr issing an orchid
related topic.  r f  you are interested, contact  Russ sni th at
545 4404 or 4 '75 1878. Be my Guest.



Dotcs from tbs, #tesilrnt . . .
i lov ing to lhe last  note as your President.  [ / i rat  e lse
than--Fina. le--  the ending. Thanks f  or  a l l  t1-re menories
This year i ras been something special  to f i t€ because
^F 

L^l  
-  ^" .J Tt--^r r r  yuuL rrc!p and Support .  I tve growl l  very mucl l  ln

che gardening exper ience. l .Jhat a special  honor you
t  

^ , ,^  ^. i , ,^*  L. ,  ^  1 I  ^ . - - :  *^nitve Srven ne Dy ar Io\ , r ' tnq,  me to serve as your
Pres iden t  .

This CIub is very very special  to rne.
haarrr- , -^-*-^^.-! rsw uEsrrr tMl5 Lv r i lar ly r lEw aVenUeS O f

of t . i re people in t i r is  Club.

DECE}IBER i IGCI"I  PEOPLE OF THE i , IOi \ ITi{
f ' ionths i rave run out and I 'd st i l l  l ike t .o recognize t r ro special  guys.  This
r , rember j  o ined in 1980 .  He has been very ac t  ive in the Comr,run LLy Garden .
r le 's tnere lvhen you need him. t {e i raroTfereC greaE service t .o tnat  project .
Also i re has headed up the calendar sales for  the past Ewo years.  He- is-
a regular at  Eender al  Ehe Board meet ing.  I  don'  t -  t .h ink he- 's missed one in
two years .  FIOh'ARD BERG Lnanks f  or  a l l  your help.

Tne second person of  t i re nonl i r  jo ined in L977. i ' /hen you need sometrr in3
1- i  

^  
fa l .^^^^ ' .uL6 LU rrdppeu in the CIub, he's ready to nake i t  i rappen. . \  Past Presidenr.

l .^  ^1,^ ' .^^J - l i -^^L:^^ . '  ! r - i -  
^ t - -L)  

-  
-  - - ; i f

I le c i ranS,eo my direct ion in th is C1ub. So rnany posi t ive th ings i rappened
for nte r 'zhen i re asked me to serve as Vice PresidenL of  th is Club.
80ts CHURILLA your guidance over t i rese pas t  years has been rnore than hat nFrr  l
EOE a,, in -Rr,eno MGCII  pEOpLE oF TI{E i . toNTH

DIRECTIOI{ FOR THE 90'S

lvhere do \ , /e go as a c lub for the 90's? Cur group r las possibi l i t ies to
cont i r tue for  nany years.  i ' Iy  areatest  concern is rnenbersir ip.-- l . le i rave lost
several  "Giants" over t i re past -3 or 4 years to death.  The bott .om l ine is
t i tat  t {e Lreed to explore new and other nays to expand our membersi-r ip.
Frankly,  I 've been disappointed by the nunber of  new members taken in tp is
year.  I  i lave been i teartened Lo [<now that the neru members lv i l l  keep t ] - ie
f lame al ive in th is Club's leadership.-- lve need to look at  our basic
reason for exist ing--hort icul ture.

Tire ol6 hi t .ching post in my
treatment in f990. Each of
o rgan i  z aLi  on -  -  MGCl" l .

FIappy Gardening in tne 90's
Duane J.

i

CALLI- \G ALL PARTY G0ERS. Remember lo br inq a Chr istmas rurapped packaqe
t -n,rrr l -  r rnr lo-  t l te Efee On DeCeffbef 5.  I f  1.- i*  esl ,s br jn.r  a.ra^L.^^y*- uevsrLrus!  J.  rL Jvu ulrr la. :u __*-.5 *  p<luKd, ig

ior  eaci t  of  them, too.  Deposi t  packages under t i re Eree rvhen you arr ive.

:tr :'; ir l: :':

\vhi le anyone can buy a nice r , ' indowsi-11 orcir iC ior  f  rom $10 to $25, an
except ional ly f ine specinen of  a super ior  nei /  i rybr id car l  fetch as much as
i10,000 to $20,000. r-he Smi thsonian Ins t i tut ion's orchi<1 col lect ion
inclucles over 30.000 plants.

v
N,

This is not a f inale but a
hort icul  tuET exfrFl6ce because

front yard stands tal l  lvai t ing for  a f loral
us can be proud to be a part  of  such a f ine



IJE GOOFED
( l ' tean infr iG-EZTtor cl id )

i , ie tvere askeci  to publ is i r  Lhe menbersir ip renet/al  forn in t i re i {ovember issue
of the SPI{AY. lve-dug up tne f i le copy aud ran i t  again.  BUT I iE FAILED T0
CORiIECT FOR TIIE CI{Ai icE f  t t  I lOr1T. S0CIETY DUIiS. So ,  I i  yoLr sent in 332.00
for i990 you st . i l - l  orre $i .00.  I f  your noncy i tasn' t  cone in yet  t i re correct
f iaures arc:

l lGCi ' l  c iues
i ' icCA dues
i ' l l " i .  Hort .  Soc. c iues

Total

$ 7.00
15.00
11.00

$33.00

, \ f ter  d iscrrssing
at l ib.00 f  or  1990
1002 ( f rom i i50.00

al  terna t  ives
;^- . . - :  F^ ts; .^
ut jJ[Jr  LE Lirs

to $100.00)

i iOVEIIBER BOARD i{EETI i iG

t i ' re boarci  <lecic ieci  to hold t i re dinner c i larg,e
facL t .hat  t i re ct turc i t  t ras raiseci  t i re rental

Meanwir i le reiocat ion rv i l l  be invest igated.

i'rEW l,lElJBiill.

I iary J.  l iaynard
4375 Dart  Ave. S.

S t .  Louis Park,

926- 7 506
931.-5372

i ' i i  55424

ELNCTED FOIT I99O

At t i re regula; :  I iGCI ' l  nort t i r iy  r , reet ing on l ' lovember 1/+th the nor i l inat ing cot ;1-
r l i t tee's ieport  i {as accepted rv i t i rout  c l issenl  and t i re fo l lo l ; ing s late of
of  f  icers at td c i i recLors t /as elect .cci  to serve in 1990.

Presic ient  -  Kent PetteL'son SecreLary i  Reed Sonstcgard
Vice Presic ient  -  i ier ie PuI ley Treasurer -  Joseph Stenqer
Boarci  i ' lembers:  l " le lv in Andersott ,  Cl tar les Benson, Lee GiLl igan

GreSory Sr i l  En

TiIE CiIRISTIIAS PARTY

Tirere
Pc1 L Ly

tnen
st i l l

is  st i l l  f ime to make reservat ions r 'or  t i re I rGCi l  anlrual  Ctrr istnas
;  € ( /n, !  r ' ,1-F\ / .  Telepirone Ciret  Grogcr at  922-641,1,  t i rat  you at le colTl ; - i la
!  L )  

ULl  r r ( r !  L 
-V

L- ' i l l  in t .he blanf beLow and maiL i t  to i r i rn.  A te lepironed reservat iot . t

re,c l '  i  re-s cas j ,  1 i 'm^n t  i  n act  vance oi  Decenber 5.Leyu!!so eqol I  Po_Yl l lgt lL ! l t

I"-ay
55435

UiIC L

r l iJ  L.
q ? 1 , l

Id in

a-^.-^-
\JL uScL

255
Vi l -  La

a, . l f i

PLeasc reserve

An'r t .  Encl .  S

, '10V. 3t l t9E9 LASI DATE F0tt  P. fSERV.\ f lOi iS

nlacos f-or Fre anr i  i r ' r  V pt tasl-s for  Eire
PlcrvL " ' l

annual Cirr istnas pat ' ty.  Signed

Gues ts , l -a ines:

l , i r i l  r tot be abLe t .o serve c ' t  s e carver.

--{  -

L-  wir l



Dii IFT FIIOi ' I  THE SPRAYEP.
,y * ,  

" l ' - l  
I "erL

i iov ' r  t . i rat  Cirr istmas is abcut upon us i t  is  t ine to but. to i - r  utr  a i ic i  i tead out
ior  the Cir . ' isLr.ras t ree lots--There useci  to bc,  mAnv of  t l rer . t  DuE v/e see few
no\, / -a-c iays--or t i re nursutyounir . -  Th;; ; ; ; . I i " " r 'uJ rru stuciy t t rc t rees on
cl isplay t ry ing Eo f  ind the perf  ect  one arnonq t i te nany. IJe rvoncicr  i i  t i re
f iat tenecl  t rees just  being unloaded l ' ron a t ruck wi l l  ever spread out.
Dare we choose one of  them?

Sonte of  us nay prefer to dr ive to a qrowerts place to cut  our o\Jn t ree.
I f  r1e have youl tEsters or grandchi ldren that r r i l l  del ig i r t  t i rem most.  Ot i rers
r ' ' i l - l  c l rean t tos ta ig ic ly of  long past Chr is t rnases when ixe i r r  hand \re l ranped
throug, i r  the crusted snow into the rroods to f inci  t i rat  perfect  balsam to
carry i tome on our s l toulders.  Carry hone not drag i ronre at  the certain r isk
of.  losir ig some of t i rc.rse precious needles.

[ {orv wel l  I  rentenber the year I  sougir t  j -n vain for  an acceptable balsan.
Wnen darkt tess c loseci  in I  seized upon arrc i  carr ieci  i rone a sturdy spruce
rneanwir i le s inking up to ny knees t . i r rough the crusted sno\{  on errery th i rd
step. The coIcl  f roze my miLtened f ingers.  Tire i , r ind searecl  my face and
t i te t , ree ls i5tar i  rn,4 c. ' r r i  rp;1sd. The t . ree r las real ly f  ar  too big--anc1 i t
urorni t  ;  a; i ; ; ; :  

' ' ; ; , "8; ;k 
r  wenr r i re next day and agaiu rrre day afrer

t t r fFTnt i l  I  founci  a balsarn,  i lot  the perfect  bne but one I  coulc i  accept.

Tire t tovf  \ '^2r t i re OI iver I ron ) l in in3 Cornpany required i :errni t .s to cut  t rees.
Perr , r i ts l terc l in i ted to one tree per ernployee. I  knew horr  to get arounr i
the enrployee bi t  but  my t i i -ne hone from col leae al lowed no t ine to scour the
lvoods for t i te perfecE tree.

Trr  reeenf voArs we Iave been besiege<1 wiLir  aclvert is inZ for " l ive table-sizet l_/ **
Cirr istr tas t rees" in pots 

-  "sui table-f  or  p lant ing oul .  i ;  our yarcls Iater.  "
I  Lr ied ol te once.-- I  can' t  bel ieve t i rat  I ,  nysel f ,  ever purt l raser i  i t .  I t
l ias some kinci  of  f i r .  I  t r ied to nurse i t  a long in Lhe house unLi l  spr ing.
I 'm not sure i t  i ' ras st i l l  a l i -ve then. I t  certainly didn' t  survive and
qroh/.  But there is ai t  a l ternat ive-- t i - re i ior fo l i< Is lancl  Pinc.

Tf

.i 
^ ^ l- ^ ^ILIUIICJ

NF

i iut ,  back to butLoning up airc i  heading out as I  s l ra l l  do about Deccnber
f i rst .  Floiser and Garclen r . ragazine a ferv years back frad infornat ion anci
advice I  general ly fo l lorr .

"Tire l )ouglas f i r  is  t i re favor i te t ree in rvestern sLates.  3alsarn f i r  is
sur)er ior  but i t  is  rare.  Spruces shed ncedles quicker af ter  cut t i r rg t i ran
ai)y otner coni fer .  Pines trold t i re i r  needles longer thai t  oLuer needl-ed

f i rc pLontat ion 3rot , i l ' r  Scotcir  p ine is our rrost  popular Chr istmas trec be-
cause i t  is  nost readi ly avai lable at  Ei-re nrarket.

Buy a f reshly c l r t
cut  end on e sol id
3recn pairr t .

and
nanen ts .
ch

Tit is pJant l ras neeci les,  is  g,reen, sone-wi1at resenblcs a Chr istnas tree
makes a i ine l iv ing. table c iecorat ion.  Tire branches rr i l l  hold t i r ry or
Tf i  c 

^-- i r  
, ,F nrr l  l - r r rn l rnr '^--  

^-  -  
t -^ l -^  

^ l  -^+^,J 
nrrr  

-  
I  i  r r l  ^LL !r  sdDy uL \-u!Luru,  r . lc iveL LLas LU r)e Prat tLe(]  out .8 l :ows a I lE.E. Ie ea

ycar but s lowly.  iJe ?,ot  one as par l  of  a table decorat ion' fcars ago.
rv 'as 4 or 5 i r rc i res ta lL.  [ 'Je planted i t  in a smal l  pot .  I t  is  notr '  2+
tal l - ,  i tas a spread of  30 inches and is comf ortable in a 6- inch pot.
c.ol l rso.  r r l f  i rn^r^1" . ' r -^ ' -^ ' - r r  l i raf  is-  i f  ^nrr1. . l  

aFnr.z f  6 r-oi l i r ro i . r r .  1- : . ruvuLoEt urLtr . ld.LEry,  wr ie l lCVL- LJ,  COUJ-(}  

- f  

OW L_ ___-_^. i )  . .** ] r - I t

t ree.  Fol iaee sirould be soft  and pl iable.  Jol t  t i re
surface to see i f  needles fa l i .  Avoic l  l rees sprayed

(cont inued page 6)



Condit ion your t ree by rvasir ing i t  down wit l ' r  \ , /arnn rrater.  t lake a s lant in3
cut near Lhe base of  the stera.  Stanci  t i re t ree in a bucket of  t rarrTl  rvater
^^l  ^1^^^ 

. :  lano prace rr  in a cool  roon. Give i t  e l -bow space so i ts branci tes can
assune a nornal  posi t ion.  A t ree sLand l ' r i th a contaj-ner to be kepc
f i I led rs i th water is a cood investnent."

CLUB RECEIVES RECOGi{ ITIOi ' i

A let . ter  of  "a-ppreciat ion to the Board of  Directors and f i renbers of  L i re
i ien's Garden Club of  I l inneapol is"  f  rorn RicL< Bonle ' i rder,  i l innesoLa Green
Coordinatorr  wds recent ly receiveci  by our president,  Duane Joirnson.

IL c i tes the narr les of  | iGCl ' i  members rv i ro i rave in recent mont.hs contr ibuted
volunteer hours,  hosted vis i ts,  l re lpecl  in fund-rais in3,  etc.  and got:s on
to say:  "Final ly,  t .he c lub's previbus contr ibut ions i iat  o not gonE unnoi iced,
nar: le ly l  e tour oi  the Fragrance Garcien dur ing t .he f983 "Celebrate Gardenirrq
Day",  A s l ide presentat ion at  a rnembership meet, ing,  inf  orrnat ion in "The
Garciet t  Spray" and Fragrance Garden pictures in the l i innesota Green sl ide
s not. / .

"Thanks to i ' iGCi" l 's  supporL,  a i rd the assisLance of  several  other subsLant ia i
^ ^ 

h F 
-  

i  l - , ,  + 
^ 

F 
^u\rLrLrr- i . ruLUL. ' ,  t l i r tnesota Green's second year has been very i ru i t fu l .  The

niocic l  s iLes sLarted last .  year are cont inuing to mature and the volunteer
nelworks at  t i rose si tes are strengthenine. Lierv s i tcs have been started
in St.  Paul :  i iAP Heacl  St .art ,  and Greeniug of  Grand Avenue; in R.osevi l le:
Central  Parkl  ar td in i i inneapol is:  Harr is5n i ie ighborhood. In acldi t ion,
several  oLher orAanLzat ions interested in greening i rave receivecl  our support
t i r rougir  tecirnical  assistance and,/or bcdding pl-ants.  "

L0LiC LASTIT' lG FEL' ICES F110l ' l  TREES

To bui ld ne\ ' /  fences or replace oId ones, people usual ly turn to store-
bou3ir l  inetal  or  t reated posts.  But i f  you i rave acbcss to a rvooct lot ,  Ehere
are t rees t i rat  do tne job just  as wel l .  i r iumerous nat ive hardwoods can De
used successful ly as fence posts,  says Randal l  B.  i ' ie iL i3naLrn,  forestry

. i  
^ l ;  -+ -F. 'pcurd. i r -b L d.L 0SU. i ' iany neeci  not  an<l  s i rould not be trealecl  rv i th perserva-

t ives.  "Uutreated hardruoods used ior  fence oosts should have a nl3ir  col l -
central ion of  heart lsood, Lhe darker colored wood in t l re center of  a braLtch
or t ree.  [ {eart l rood is rnuch r i iore resistaut to t - iccay t .han sapwood, tne
Ligtr ter  colored wood bet lueeLr Lhe heartwood and bark.  "

Tire i reart lvood of  sorne tree specics,  such as bur oak, black locust and
easLern recl  cedar can provic ie 20 or i r lor€ years of  service as fence posts.
Catalpa, rui t i te oak, i . r f r i te cedar and sr/anp rvhi te oak shouIC last  1-0 to 2C
years.  Count on 5 to l -0 years of  service f  ron black asi-r ,  sLippcry elm,
black c i rerry,  but t ,er t rut  and i rom tanarackra sof t lvood. Expect about 5
\ /aarc.rF cfrrr{y support  f rom as[r ,  red oak, b]-ack oak, basswood, l r ickory,
beech and i ronwooci .  By conr)ar ison, conrnercial ly avaiLable ienceposts
treateci  wi  t i r  preservat ives general ly should last  20 or nore years.

--ConCensed f  ror , r  i ' Ians f  ie lct  0 i r io i '1GC bul let . in

r""  "F^^-r^ €^r fa i t t r fu lness anci  narr iage. Tenclr i ls  on c l inbing plantsLVy JLdLr(rJ I t r l

represent t i re t ies t i rat  b i i r t l  us tor , ,ctner.

f i re rual l fLorver,  bot i r  f raqrarr t  aud velvety sof t ,  expresses f icel i ty iu
adversi ty.


