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DR. PETER ASCHER
PROFESSOR OF HORTICI'LTIIRE
UNTVERSITY OF MINNESOTA

TOPIC: ' rTfSSItE CULIURE"

Dr Ascher is a renowned seient lst  and teacher f rcm the Unlversl ty of
Mlnnesota who 1s engaged ln t l -ssue cul ture research at  the "cut t lng edge"
of technology. Thls promlslng new technlque ls creat lng a revolut lon ln
hort lcul tural  breedlng and plant propagatuon. Dr.  Ascher l -s wel l  known
tn gardenlng clrc les as a past presldent of  the [ l lnnesota Hort lcul tural
Society and an act lve member of  the L11y Soelety.  He and hls fanl ly oper-
ate a nursery ln Wlsconsln speelal lz lng ln potted perennlals,  l r tses and

nrock garden cul t lvars,  He w111 dlscuss the eurrent state-of- the-art  ln
t lssue cul ture;  the appl lcat lon of  t lssue cul ture tn the Unlversl tyt  s
t tEndangered Specles Program"l  and new hor izons ln t lssue cul ture research.

GET YOUR RESERVATION CARD
PROM rneans r1gnE away.
there was plenty of  food, late
another table that  n lght af ter

I^IE IiAVE TO PRCVE I'

BACK TO DUANE REYNOLDS PROI,IPTLY
January tables were set up for 53. Al though

eaf r1nqyreservat lons made l t  necessary to
we sat down,

on the LgB6 PERI{AiVENT RESERVATION LIST are Benson, Vern Carlson, Chur111a,
Culbert ,  Deane, Druke, Glasoe, Groger,  GuStafson, Jach, JOcobson, Dave
Johnson, Ke11ey, Knobla uch, LeBout111ler,  Lee, Ivtrar1ow, McCol lough, Neby,
Jerry 01son, Robert  C. 01son, Peterson, Proetor,  Regan, Reynolds,  Russ
Smlth,  Stenger,  Stone and Vtxo. PERMANENT means you send ln no reservat lon
card.  but l f -you fal l  to show up and haventt  cancel led you are out $5.C0.

T}iE 1988 MGCA COIWENTION IN MINNEAPOLIS

WE KNOW we have enouEh trrnowledgeable members who can speak to a gror. lp for:-
f f i tantoho1dmoregarcen1ngSem1narsthanthereaxeatcther i ' iGCi i i
convent lons.  I {E_I(NOW from oup surnner tours thaf .  we ean sho'uv plent; l  of  hcrne-
Zardens bctLi  farge anC sne11.-- tnore than at  any prevlous ccnvent icn.  .3ut

IT to i'4GCi4 nenlbers who Cldnrt  come here in la€)7 cr  r .vho
Ccnrt  bel ieve we cal  do 1-t  a4a)-n.

^We 
need a s1l-Ce-tape to advert lse l l iOM at the f987 convent icn ln Rockfcrd,

"  I i l inois.  Our publ lc l ty commlt tee--  jerry Shanlon, cha l - r ;  Iarr : I  Cattron
a_nd Andy l"br low--needs your pictures of  our act lv i t les and oi  1 'o* l  Snrdett .
tnn' .^- l -^, . '  pef  to keep.)  Dlg up a best ! - f -cture or t r , ro.  Send l f  to jerry
\  , fvr  M!

Shannon today. Keep on dolng l t  as the year goes on and as you take more
plctures.



ANNUAL REPORT FOR ].9Ii2
bY Dua I'{GCM

WB5 rnarked the 43ra year ln the hlstory of  the l {enf  s Garden Club of  Mpls '

the secrel ;ary,s mtnut-es tnOicate the fo l lowing errents occuFedt 
:

1.  The y,ea? began wj- th 126 nernbers and closed wit ,h l -37 menbers '  Ne'r t

inembers inc1,;de: Robert  Girv,  Alber: t  14111er,  Denis ' l i 'ar- :de,  Rlck

tsonlender,  l ler le Pu11ey, OV;i ;d Fu, Robert  Druke, Dave Kel ley '  DouB

Jacobson, FiBl  Mclntyre , 'Ch;r les Benscn, Ton Olson, John Regan l / iD'

n"piru*f  Wefs[erg I \D; RoOert  Rcberg and Walter Johnson.

Durlng the year the fo l l -owlng members passeg aryay: ot to Er lckson'  Ken

Albers,  s l  huir lerroro-- i ron;#rv memuer" iv t taedei<e--honorary memben and

Wl11lam Cowe l11--honora rlr member'

2.  Ten men had perfect  at tendance in f985:
Andy Ularlow, Herbert Neby, J9{ty Olson'
Char les Proctor,  Duane Reynolds and Russ

3. Awards glven out ln 1985 lnclude:

Honcrary membersir lp in Ments Ga.rden club of  Mpls '  to:  Ed culbert  and

Ev Haedecke.
Lehman troirry -  best  garden on sunmer tour -  stan crtst .

Prestdentts Cup -  Assistance to the Presldent in 1985 -  Russ Smtth '

Bronze Medal -  eontr lbut lons to MGCM - George MeCol lough'

c iv ic Beaut l f lcat ton AwarO - RauenhoSt corp.  -  Opus corporat lon'

Spade a*"" i - - - i .  8""g,  e.-procior,  G. McCoi lough, C'  6roger and

V. Car lson.
Rookle of  the Year -  Harold Gulde'

4.  Delegates to the Nat lonal  Convent lon ln Chlcago were: Ed Culbert '

Bi l l  l iu11 and Russ Smlth.

Attheconvent lonrchetGrogerrecelvedanawardfromMGCAfordls-
t tngulshea sJrvfe6 on the calendar eommit tee'

S.TheArborDay'plant lngcontr lbut tontothelakeFlarr letRoseGarden
conslsted of  24 

"u""g""-n".  
Elghteen nembers were present to plant the

trees.

6.  The auct lon,  I /hy 14, netted IVIGCM $1,525.00 fon our operat lng funds'

T,Twotourswereheldlnlg85:Ju1y9-amenfsonlytour-washlgh-
l lghted by an lmpromptu car earavan tr t f  through mbmberts gardens in

lv lp ls.  and Sui luroi .  i tugul t  11 -  a tour bf  memuers and area gardens

open to *o*"n ,"  wel l  
' " -*"n_*"s 

at tended by over 60.

our Annual  Flower and Garden show was agaln held at  the Arboretum'

27 members entered dlsplays and speclmens'

The chr istmas party ended our year.  190 rnernbers and guests at tended

and the event brought 19U5 to i  c lose, showlng the fel lowship and fun

ourcomnonlnterest lngardeningcanoffereachmember.

Euery Member SPons

Verner Car lscn, Chet Groger,
Robert  Olson, Phl1 Peterson,

Smlth.
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1986 OFFTCER AND DTRECTOR PROFILES

3OB CHURILLA, PRESIDENT: tsob has
been a member s ince 7977 nnd has
been on the I4GClvl  Board ns a Drrector
pnd Vice President for  l l  years.  He
lrendled Cinner reservFt icns fcr  se: / -
erel  years.  He . i -s plso . ;er . .y '  act l - ' ;e
with tne l { i "nnescte St,ate I {or t icul-
tu: lp l -  Societ ; r ,  espeeial l :y " t  the
Stpte Fair  encl  dur: ' ing the Hcme &
Garden Show. Bob is a i 'ose Erobrer
and ls act ive wi . th the lv l lnnesota
Rose Society and the Aner lepn Rose
Soclet l i .  l i j -s yard holds a f ine co1-
lect ion of  25C or nore roses as wel l
es 1- i1 les,  pecnies pnd a lprge vPr-
lety of  annuals end perennials.

BACK: Moehnke,

FROAIT: Stenger,

Chu111la,
I&11ow, Proctor

Reynolds,
MeCol lough, Olson

l i is  nrofession 1s that of  a product ion englneer.

g0B OLSCN. VICE PRESIDEN?: Dr.  Clson ls one of  the newer rnembers of  our
Cl i . :b out has been act i ' . 'e on the Tour Cornni t tee and served as a dtrector
la st  yea r .  He ts a 1so act  j - r te vr i t j r  the I losta Soc iet ; '  e nd v;a s cha i rma n
of the i ' i ld lest  Reglonal  Hosta Societ ; r  tour dur ing the j - : '  convent icn here
last  sumlner.  tsob ls Chtef  of  Gastroenterclog;r  at  Ramsey Ccunt; , r  i iedtcel
Cbnter ancl  an Assl-stant Professcr ' ln the U of  l ; i  Departrnent of  t ' tedlelne.
He teaches at  both lnst t tut ions.  He special izes ln hostas but grows
nany annuals ln h1s garden.

DIUANE REfNOLDS. SECRETARY: Another newer rnember, Duane has been aetlve
with the Club from.the start .  He has served on the Tour Commlt tee, the
Cornmunlty Fragrance Garden Comr,r l t tee and has asslsted wlth the raf f les
at our meet lngs.  l ie became Secretary and handled meet lng reservat ions
last  yeer.  Duane ls Dlrector of  Chemical  Dependency at  l4etropolLtan
i4edlca1 Center.  He ls a member of  the l , for th Star Ll1y Soclety and of
tne Mlnnesota Gladlolus Soelety.  Thls past year,  he cornpleted trainlng
and l -s now a eert l f led Judge of  the Mlnnesota State Hort lcul tural  Soclety.
Al though he grows vegetables,  he speetal lzes in f ru l ts lne1udlng apples,
cherr les,  pLums, grapes and blueberr les.

GEORGE I{cCOLLOUGH, TREASURER: George 1s beglnnlng another tern as our
.  He has proved hls Sccuracy and met lculous

care of  our Club f lnances and deserves our a.ppreelat lon for  the work he
does so we1l.  He ret i red 5 years ago as Internal  Audi tor  for  North
Central  Bi-b1e Col lege ln Mlnneapol1s.  George is a rose grower and 1s a
member cf  the North Star Rose Soelety and the Amerlcan Rose Society.  l le
also belongs to the Arbon Day Foundat l -on and has planted several  f rees
ln hls yard furnlshed by the foundat lon.  Hls yard also contalns both
vegetables and f lowers,  lncluding a f lne col leet ion of  1 l1 ies and peonles.

ApgrrX4l l ,Old,  PAST-PRESIDENT: After a good year as Presldent,  Andy now
becoinesourf f in ' 'andadvlsortoour 'C1ub.} iav1nga1so
served as Secretary and Vlce-Presi-dent,  he is r^ ie} I  equlpped to help
rvrr{dp r ' \ , rF; . . ' . " 'gress ln 1985. I - Ie ls also an excel lent  wr l ter  snd has5U!u\-  VsI  Vl  V

contr ibuted many art lc les to The Garden Spray.  Wrl t lng ls also an lm-
portant part  of  h ls wonk as News and Publ lc Affai rs Coordlnator for  the
U of M Radlo Stat lon KUOM, where he may be heard on the alr  dolng news
and intervlews. Andy grows perennlals,  lncludlng peonles,  day 111les.
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delphlnlums and hostas.  He also has a plot  of  nat lve wl ldf lowers ln
a wooded sect lon of  h ls yard.

HOWARD BERG, DfRECTOR: Howard assumed the positlon on the Board held
n hts death ln DecemOer 1984. He has been a nen-

ber s ince 19BO and has served on the Calendar Commlt tee. LIe ls a sel f -
enployed contraetor dolng remodel lng and addi t lons.  Hi-s large yard ln
Mlnnetonka lncludes many annuals,  day 1111es, roses and vegetables.

C]{ARLIE PROCTOR, DIRECTOR: Char l le ls an example of  a dedlcated Past
t tme or another,  served the Club ln Just  aboutrresr_oent wno

every capacl ty.  He has been chalrman of  ma.ny commlt tees, especial ly the
Flower and Vegetable Show and the Plant Auct lon. ,  He played an act ive
part in the ivGCa Conventlon 1n tvllnneapolls 1n 1967 and ls-part of the
lnl t ia l  p lannlng eommlt tee for our MGCA Convent lon ln 1988. Char l ie re-
t l red f rorn the Mortgage Loan Department of  Prudent la l  Insuranoe Compeny.
Al though he no longer has the big vegetable garden we used to see on
tours,  he st i1 l  has one Just as b1g ln hls o1d neighborhood.

DAVE I'{OEHNKE, DIRECTORI When Da.ve Jctned I4GCM ln 1984, he set about
developlng a blgger and better f lower garden. He now has a lange per-
ennial  garden, along wlth annuals and a few vegetables.  l ie has server l
on the Corrununi ty Garden Comrni t tee and the Arbor Day Commlt tee. Dave is
Dlstr lct  Sales l , ianager for  the Arner lean Tobacco Company. He is looking
fo: : ' rard to the 1988 MGCA Convent ion ln Mlnneapol is.

JOE STENGER, DIRECTOR: I , {hen you l1ve next docr to Otto Nelson, : rou auto-
Ca?1-eT1V Eecor,re lnterested ln gardenlng. That j-s what happened to Joe
and he no\^r  grcws a 1ot of  annuals.  He also has the opportunl ty of  p lant--
lng on a terraced ht l ls ide.  Joe ret l red as Off lcer In Charge of  the
Minnea.pol ls Off lce of  the U. S. Commodlty Futures Tradlng Conrnlsslon.
He also has served ln the Federal  Bureau of  Invest lgat lcn,  the Internal
Revenue Senvice and the Soc1a1 Secur l ty Admlnistrat lon.  Joe has served
on the Raff le Conrmlt tee,  the Photography Commlt tee and, th ls past ) rear '
headed the Communlty Garden Commlt tee.

IN FEBRUARY IfE STIOULD REMEI'TBER

That ccarse sand, wood ashes and saw dust are some mater la ls that  can
be used on lcy s ldewalks to lmprove foot ing.

That sal t  used to melt  lce on sldewalks can cause ser lous plant damage
when washed of f  the wal lc lnto adJacent sol1.

That geranlum eutt lngs should be made by February 15th.  The best ten-
perature for  root lng,  according to l4 lchlgan State Unlversl ty,  ls  77
degrees F. Root ing should occur ln 14 to 21 days, dependlng on-the
vai iety.  Once plants are roote 'd the best nlght tenperature ls 62 de-
grees and the day te;nperature 7Q, Plants grown at  75 w111 be tal ler
ind blossom ear11er.  Geraniums w111 take al l  the 1lght you can provide.

That the v ls i tor  we welcome malr  be the new r; iernber we want and the new
off icer of  the future.

Turnips and rutabegas are products of  Western Asl-a and were eaten
before recorded hlstory.

4-
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BIG BOB'S CORNE*fr

Ed culbert ,  our Garden spray Edl tor ,  has probably bl t ten hls nat ls r lght

of f  5y nor *onaer lng f f  t f r f i  colurnn ls golng !9 , r r lve 1n t lme for pub-

l icat ion but I  wa.nted to wal t  to wr l te l t  unt i l  af ter  my f l rst  neet ing

and unt i l  I  was able to asslgn al l  the members to a commlt tee'  Af ter

*"" f r ing on the commLitee proiect  !gt-3 nights_ I  r1 lq1ly got i t  ! {p"O
and sent a copy io t f - r"  Dt i .eclory Chalrnan. Now, Bi l l  wl i l  be able to

eon' lp lete the dlrector-y and leave for FlorLda'

The quest lon of  reservat lons for dlnner a. t  our meet ings ls becomlng a

pronien. I t  seems that a lot  of  the rnembers take l t  for  granted that

ihuy dontt  need reservat lons.  Thls ls not t rue;  you-do need them'

i r ro"r"  wl thout reservat lon wl1l  have to wal t  unt i l  a l l  those wlth reser-

vat lons have thelr  d lnner.  Also let  me remlnd you that you 
-w111 

be

Ofl- iea by the Club l f  you ma-ke reservat ions for dlnner and donrt  show

up because the club st l11 has to FaY.

l lkrat  happens everTr wlnter ln homes across the Unlted States? We f lnd

brochures and- ei tL logs f l11ed wlth plctures of  f lowers and vegetables

to f i l l  our v l i lon wl t f ,  the joy and happlness 9f  the comlng growlng

""rso.r .  
L lke many of  you r  t rave 3 garden catalogs on the book esse'

Z on the desk, an-a I  U"el teve there fs one ln the bathroom, al l  wal t lng

for me to root< thru and make a purehase. ( tve al l  know that the seedsmen
plan l t  th ls way. )

By January we have forgotten the dlsasters-- the seed that didnft  come
,, i - .  t^rrr t  rho r4ssdg that-dld--and the caryot top cr  svleet potato plant
( lV,  vuv vrrL

that  was placed 1n the clock that runs by the power producecl  f ro;n i t .
yes,  our bream books are here and many o? them contain rnore than lcoo

; i ; t " ; ; ; .  
-So, 

when you are select tng your purcha.ses, plan to raise a

a fet{  pLants for  the- Plant Auct lon Safb and for the fund dr lve for  the

iggg 
" [nvent ion.  

Both chalrmen would appreclate recelv lng the plants.

Now that ycu have gone thru al l  the drearn bool<s,  l t  is  t lme to start

cn the c leanlng, sf iaping ana sharpenlng of  a l l  ycur garden tocls '  Break

out one a nlghd-and clean l t ,  sharpen l t ,  patnt  i - t  i f  necessarT' .  Just
r-hrntz r , : i th i1 i  your tools ih t ip top shape, holv much easier your gar-
VIi I l lar ,  rY!v.r  e

denlng w111 be ln the sPr lng.

sornet j -me dur lng the next month or so the chairmen of  the dt f ferent

coinmit tees should th lnk about havlng meet lngs of  thelr  eommlt tees. 'u lhy

not have 1t  before the dLnner neet lng? Arr inge to meet at  the church

at 5:15, have your rneet lng and stal '  fo lLhe dlnner meet lnS'

}IELPFUL HTNT FOR T}iE GARDENER:
An ef feet lve but p""u11.t  way to deternj-ne a plantrs heal th ls to

hi t  the fo l lage. Tf  a speclrnen 1s ln good, shape leaves gre Te-

sl l lent  
"norefr  

i "  take the blow. I f  the s lap test  y ie lds a- shower

of dead leaves or a c lour i  of  f leelng insects the plant is Clseased

or infesied. Donrt  roo"ry about ln;ur ing a plant when you srnack i t .

Keep t i : is  1n rnlnd: The io l t  doesni t  nurt  heal th;y- fg1f?g9 i  Lt  on1;r

causes useless leaves to fa i l  of f  a s lc ic p1ant.  I  do bel ieve

that th ls test  ls  an act  of  inerc; ' rJesigned to wa: 'n you of  p lant

distresJ long befole the speclnen must be dlscarded.

tseets and swi-ss chard were r^te11 known b] t  the Romans'

.7;
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INCO}E

Dues
Monthly Meet lngs
Monthly Auct ions*
Spr lng Plant Auct ion
Tours
Chrlstmas PartY
IICCA Calendar Recelpts
Interest  Income
Gardeners
Gardenlng Lessons Books
MGCM - BB Convent lon SubstdY
Mlscel laneous Ineome

TOTALS

EXPENSES

Dues to MGCA
Dues 1n Mno Hort .  Soc.
Garden Spray ExPenses
Monthly l i leetlngs
Monthly Auct lonsx
Sprlng Plant Auct lon
Tours Expenses
Flower & Vegetable Show
Chrlstmas Party
Dlrectory ExPenses
Memorlals
Remembrancbs
Honorarlums
Arbor Day
Awards & Trophles
MGCA Llfe MernbershlP
Nat lonal  Convent lon Delegates
Arboretum ProJect**
Mno Hort .  B1dg. ProJect**
MGCA Calendar Costs
Bank Charges
Gardeners
Gardenlng Lessons Books
MGCM - 88 Convent lon Sub. ExP.
Mlscel laneous ExPenses

TOTALS

MENIS GARDEN CLUB
TREASURERIS REPORT

r  q8s
BUDGE?

OF I'{?LS.
FOR 1985

r q8q
AnmrTA r

^v 
J_ \Jn ! ,

$r33. 54

$ 2, Bc.o. oo
3r 400. o0

300.00
3r 4O0. CC
1, 500. O0
2, OOO.00
1r 7O0. OO

6oo. oo
25.OO

350.00
new
q0. o0

$t5,  t25.  oo

1, 170" 0O
9O0.00

1,00o.00
3,125.0O

tnr \  nn
- l \ . / \ . /  o vV

2 ,A25.OO
1, 300.00

300. oo
2, OO0. 0O

148. oo
25.OO

120. OO
fA n^

?U'Uv
250.0o
100.00
100. oo
600. oo
350.00
150. OO

1,375.0O
50.0o
25.QO

762 "OOnew
100. oo

$t6,125.00

$ 2,459.00
^ -o6 

nn
JtJtu.vv

2B2.OO
^F--a < 

^< 
/  A i  t

J t  )J |  .v v

6aB. oo
] ,  814.50
1r 600. oo

593.99
-o-
60.50

185.00
Bo. 01

$t4 ,5zz.6o

1r 0oo. oo
84B. co
90?-.93

3 ,225.OO
131.12

2 ,Or2.2r
50.8.16
339.2r

2,244.77
95. OO
-o-

ra7 .58
25. oO

25O.OO
r2r.96
100. oo
600, oo
350.00
150.00

!,292 .OO
54.25
-o-
25.uO
-o-

r  nA ?'7
4VvaJI

$ 2,775.OQ
3, 4Co. 0o

*

3, 400. oc
7oo.0o

r  Qqn na
-L,  Urv.  vv

11 7O0.00
-? 

 nn
??U. vV

2r.oa
d-

| ) 'Vv
275.O4

50.00
$14, BOO. oo

1, 100. OO
900. o0

1, 0oo. oo
3,250.O0

:F

r oR6
B1IDGET

(Adopte4,
(z7tu7-.

2 ,O25,OO
-a-) l  ) tvv

3OO.0O
2, 100. 00

125. OO
25.O4

a25.OO
50.00

25O,OO
150. OO
100. oo
600. oo
350. O0
150.0O

1, 375. 00
75.OO

nn 
\J.  VV

25,OO
trn nn
)Vavv

100.00

$14, Boo. oo

Net gain for  1985

*Becomes 19BB convent lon subsldy.

I txThese contr lbut lons are cont lngent qpoq our year ly-gain '  Eaeh acccunt wl11

get the same rat lo as f fs ieO-a6ou" f tOf"  and.3C/")  l f  our galn prevents us f rc

[ tv lng tne total  or  $5OO.oo for both aceounts.

FoR youR ri{FoRl,rqrION: 
I:,  *:} i : i"t l t t3fhave 

*5a7.75 of Frasrance Garden Funcs



I{ORE AIdARDS-EE$1E}{TED AT JAAUARY IAGCIVI }EET$i3

'fTIi{S BOTH BLACIGOURI'IE TROPHY ANC1 FOLEY CL'IP..AN ALL TII/E RECORD

?wo Trophies
(r ietureO to

l /cur"  r ight  )

So, i.hy i'lot
?",I0 PTCTffiTES?

.re t+ .t+

At A Tlme Llke
This Even The
President Fades
Away Into ?he
BackEround.
(on Ene far lef t )

ADDITIOT\AL AiIARDS presented were the:
f f i  FIx presented to Andy I '1ar low by Russ Smlth
. INDUSTRIAL LA1VDSCAPE Al, lARD presenied to Gecrge i , j i l l< inson: property l lanager

for t l re Opus Corporar- . lonrby Fred Glasoe.
.GREEN THUI' i ts CERTIFICATES for perfect  at tendance at  r i reet ings presented io

10 l4c0iv l  members b;r  EiLi  Hu11 who then had them raise thelr  r ight  hands
anC repeat af ter  h l rn the

PI,DGE TO TIIE SPADE
I pledge my l i fe to the sPade
As long as f  can spade ln the shade.
Wlth a mlnd that is c lean
And a t i rumb t i rat  is  green
\/cs -  f .het  1s the l i fe that  I  crave.4vv,

The GP,5EN ?HUIvts RECIPIENTS FOn
NNIF VtrAP.

a vI lJ IJrrra

1985 vrere:

Jerry O1son, Char l le Proctor,  Duane
. T'.,dO YE,ARS:

R.eynolds,  Russel l  Snl th

Anciy lh rlow,

T}MEE YEARS

Herb Neby, Bob O1son, Phl1 Peterson

PERFECT
ATTE}IDANCE

VER.I{ CARLSON

A+ar !?f i  i  n-

DI]l I jll lrlD

PERFECT
ATTENDAI'{CE
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Birds and Gardens at January l'l6Cl1 lleeting

reported by Andy Marlow

New orooram chairman and Vice-President Dr. Bob 0lson could not have found
a moie qiral i f ied speaker to spea( on the subject_of "Birds and Gardens' '  at

0rnithology
the Januarv meetino. Dr. Walter Bneckenridob is Professor Emenitus of
Ornitholooi and DirEctor Emeritus of the BeJl Huseum of Natural HistorrEctor Emeritus of the Bell l ' luseum of Natural History at

l innesota. He has written manv nrofessional and oooularthe Univeisity of l{ innesota. He has written many professional and poputne unlverslty 0I t-nnnesota. Fte nas wi l l ten many prOressronar ano p0purar
works on,birds,  and is wel l  known lor  h is wi ld l i le paint inqs,m?. ly of  whichworKs on Dlros,  and ls wel l  Known t0r nls wi l0 l i le palni lngs,  many 0l  wnlcn
have birds fon subjects. He is an expert on avian photography wit f i  both st i l l
and motion picture cameras.

The January proqnam included two examples of the latten ski l l ;  f  i lms written
and nanratdd bvDr. Breckenridqe. the second of which he also f i lmed in the
yard of his home. This f i lm wis'about the wood duck, one of the most
tolonful waterfowl in the world and native to Minnesota, As Dr.
Breckennidge's experience attests, they are not afraid to next near people, as
lono as wafen is nearbv, Thev onefer natural tree cavit ies as nestinq sites,
but"f ew dead trees are'left stdndinq these daris. Therefore wood ducJcs
readily take to man-made nest boxe-s, which come in a variety of shapes and
mater ia ls.

Nest boxes can be mounted in trees or 0n poles set in the gnound for just this
purpose. In any case, i t  should be l2 to 2b feet above the"gnound. 2-'3 inches
bf pulverized notten wood or coarse sawdust can be put inthe box for nesting
material -- and the box must have some coanse screbn or other material to "
act as a ladder for the vounq wood ducks, for they leave the nest when iust a
day on two old. Thein parenfs cannot cari'y food [o them, so they must feap
from the nest to the qround merely to surVive. From there the parents teach
them to foraqe for fo"od, to swim dnd, eventually, to f ly. A' l l  teh to twelve
ducklinqs iurip from the nest at the same time,' imitafinq, fora moment, a
hot air DoFicorn popper. Dr. Breckenridqe reports, incidentally, that despite
jumps of up to 60 feet, i t  is rare for a-wood duck to be injured in i ts
dramatic entry into the wonld.

The f irst f i lm on Dr. Breckenridqe's orooram was called "Cult ivate Your
Garden Birds." l t  demonstratedtne yeai-anound appeal of a qarden to birds of
many types, The winter^ appeal of the qarden is enhanced, of-counse, i f  you
put ou[ seed fon the birds. Overwintering species such as the vivid ned
cardinal and the ever-perky black-capped chickadee wil l  bnighten your
winter landscape in return. In the spning and summer, a special feeden
shaped l ike a f lower and f i l led with nectan wil l  bning the spectaculan
hurnminqbirds to your qarden. Trees and shrubs, particulariy of the evergreen
variety,"wil l  pnovide sEcurity for youn garden OinOs in al l  seasons of the-year.

Another way to attract birds to your yands is to plant food for them in the
fonm of fruit-bearinq bushes and shrdbs. The red-berried elden was shown
providino luncheon fdr a nose-breasted qrosbeak, Tnavell inq bands of cedan
wax winds also l ike to feast on such frt i i t .  Birds need to balhe, too, so a bird
bath -- e-lectrical ly heated for winten -- is another way to make birds
welcome. And, birdhouses come in al l  shapes and sizes, depending on the
particuiar binds you wish to have as neighbor^s,

Aften the f i lms, members posed a number of questions to our'speaker about
the habits of the wood duck. In addit ion, Dr Breckennidge responded to othen
queries about owls, which Fned Glasoe feaned would eat"the young wood
ducks naised in his vard. and which vour reoorter has obsenved lunkinq about
his bird feeders. Dr. 'Brebkenridqe sdiO neither had much to fear, as th? owls
Fred described were too small [o do any harm and my owl was merely looking
fon a tasty mouse cleaning up seed from the gnound.


