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BULLETIN OF THE MEN'S GARDEN CLUB OF MINNEAPOLIS.rNc.

tfcala-,*leA qead.- eUl4 aJ Aac,tta,.Ifb& Stalc 4eilull*nl SoabJ.,

JULY 1986, Volume 44, Number 7

Meet ing Place: t r {ebber Park Community Center
4400 Dupont Avenue l {or th Phone: 348-6436

- Parking lot  next  t .o Community Center -  overf low parking on the street.

To Get There:  Take Dowl ing exi t ,  (38th Avenue) f rom InLerstate
94 i f  coming from the south

6:15 p.m. BuffeL chicken dinner catered by Delar ia 's
-  cosr -  97.50 ( includes dinner and bus rour)  s_l9l_g!- ls lgy

7:00 p.m. Tour s lar ts:  -  Air  condi t . ioned bus -  5 members'gardens
. Gene Ackland
. Duane Reynolds

.  HaI McInLyre

.  Herb Neby

. Phi  I  Smi th

I ' IEN I S GARDEN CLUB EVENING GARDEN TOUR

YOU ARE INVITED by Don 0'Donnel l ,  Chairman of  the Inter ior  Design for the
f f i t t r -eGovernor 'SHome,toLourtheresidenceandgaidenon
Saturday af ternoon August 2nd at  3 P.M. There is no charge but O'Donnel l
must have t .he number of  people at t .ending as he has also invi t .ed f  ive
ot,her garden clubs to which he belongs to at , tend. His number is 926-7159.
Cal l  before August lsL.

The Governor 's Residence is located at  1005 Summit  Avenue, St.  Paul .  To
get there take Highway 94 to the Lexington Avenue exi t .  Then go south Lo
SummiL; Lurn r ight  and in l t  b locks you wi l l  be there.

Tear of f  and return to George l4cCol lough by July 3

Please reserve

and my guest.s

I  tno encl-osecl

Your name

dinners and

(men only on the evening t ,our)  or t

my check for

places on the bus for me

July 8.

($7.50 per person).

Send to :  George l" lcCol lough, BBL2 Tretbaugh Drive,  Bloomington, f4N 5543L
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B IG BOB I S CORI'{ER

l

summer- is upon us so letrs s i t  back and enjoy iL.  yes,  we
know there are those pesky vreeds Lhat must bL hoed or pul le
from the garden. Our planLs from seed rnust.  be th inneb or
Eransplanted and we must keep a watcir fu l  eye for s lugs,
rabbi ts and birds who would l ike to make them disappear.
lhe rabbi ts can be fenced out unt i l  your plants reaih a
rabbi ts and birds who would
The rabbi ts can be fenced out unt i l  your plants reaih a
or more inches. As for the birds.  I  f ind that  the ?raheight of  s ix or more inches. As for the birds,  i  f ind that  the grackles

are the most annoying whi le the wrens and robins are enjoyable.  i t re in-
sects that  are out there are goodies and baddies;  so one shoutd get ac-
quainted with the di f ferent insects.  A strong stream of soapy witer wi l l
deter aphids so a harsh insect ic ide is not needed. Most in i -ects have an
insect predator.  Give them a chance !o do Lheir  job.  Encourage robins,
wrens, and Loads_to help hold down the insecLs. 6ne many be f5rced to deal
wi th a severe infest .at ion of  insectsl  sorbe aware lhat  cLrtain sprays wi t l
a lso k i11 benef ic ia l  insects.  Thus the t iming of  your spray program is
31f - lmport .ant .  A late in the day appl icat ion-wi l l -  avoid ' th l  [ i - f i i . ,g of
benef ic ia l  insects.  Do not.  wai t  t i i i  later in the season to act .  b lcause
by then many of  the insect.s wi l l  be in webs and you wi l l  not  be iUt"  to
destroy them

I/ i th plgnt diseases an ounce of  prevent ion is worth a pound of  cure.  This
means.thaL yoy should cooperaLe with nature by providing adequate sunshine
and air  c i rculat ion.  Ai .m to keep your fo l iag-e dry,  esp6cial iy toward
evening, because i f  y9y don' t  sporbs of  rust i ,  mi idew,"blackspot or rvhat
have you wi l l  g9 quickly to work on wet fo l iage and cause dis i igur ing and
dangerous fungal  leaf  d iseases.

One hal f  of  the year has gone by and with al l  the aet i . r iL ies l . /e have had
i t  is  t ime for a relaxing-garden tour.  Bob Olson, our Tour Chairman and
his commit tee have been ou[ inspect ing gardens.foi  Lhe July tour.  The
Lour is.  going t .o be in the northern secLion and our Chairman has arranged
tor us to meetat  Webber Park on,July 8th.  So don' t  forget to get your
reservat ion sent t .o George l , icCul lough-- f  or  more detai l  6n the f  our ' read
page 1 of  th is issue

!. l t  year we had a Spr ing Flower Show at one of  our meet. ings.  After the
judges picked ouL the winners we had them explain why they-picked that
bloom as the winner.  In the background one iould heir , ro i . i " .  " I  have a
better-  specigan than that in my girden. I  guess I  shoulc i  have cut a fe iv
of  Ty bloomstt ,  and nany oLher comments.  Th6se are the comments thaL we
don' t  l ike to hear.  I -  would l ike t .o see at  least  t .wo entr ies f rom each
member of  the c lub. As in the past,  th is year again there wi l l  be drop of f
p laces you _can take your f lowers and veget lb les Io.  We understand that i t
i " -9 long dr ive._ I f  you are not-  sure on how to pick a f lower for  showing
cal l  me or a member of  t .he commiLtee and I  am sur l  that  they wi l l  help yoi l
9" i .  ,  Remember.  Lgtrs 

-Make Thi-s Year 's Flower and Vegetable- Shorv A Bi i -  i l i t .
I  do bel ieve th

TIP OF THE MOI\TTH

Pick ou! 2 or more plants and give them a lot  of  T.L.C.
Cal l  a f r iend rvho has exhibi ted before for  help.
lJ i ro knorvs you could be the big winner.  I  was tne f i rst  t ime I  entered.
Remember:  , lc_in in the fun of  exhibi t ing.  r r  rs A LOT oF FUi i .

They claim that people who talk
grow bet.Ler.  Has anyone tr ied

gent ly and
shoul ing at

k indly to plants make them
rveeds ?

-3
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COM}IUNITY FRAGRANCE GARDEN IN INORD AND PICTURE

Clean up and plant ing,  Saturday, May 3L, 1986

Shovels,  rakes, hoes and Roto-Ti l lers.  A dozen or so members:k showed up
at the garden for our project .  That.  is  a Bakers dozen, noL lwelve.  Our
work day was beaut i fu l  wi th lots of  sunshine. On arr iv ing at  the garden
we found trash, debr is and brush which we had to dispose of :  Char l ie
Proctor and Henry Halvorson suppl ied us wi t .h Roto-Ti l ler  service.  Char l ie 's
was a smal l  uni t ,  so i t  wasn' t ,  used very much; However,  the oLher t i l ler
was big and' i t  d id an excel lent  job.  Thanks, Char l ie and Henry.  Then
our members went to work wi th rakes, shovels and hoes.

Once again the Park Board suppl ied us wi th 1400 very nice plants.  For
this,  our thanks goes to Mary Lerman who was so cooperat ive.  However,
we had fewer plants than last  year so we spaced t .hem a l i t t le fur ther
apart .  Since Saturday isn' t  a-Parks department workday, Archie Caple,
Phi l  Peterson, Russ Smith and Joe Stenger picked up the plants and de-
l ivered them to the sarden on Fr iday.

In our garden, one big job
I t  was a mess. Phi l  Peters
i t .  They real ly c leaned i t
the plants for  Sun or Shady

was t .he c lean up of  the Shrub Roses in f ront .
on turned Bob Churi l la and another member on

up. Phi l  a lso was in charge of  seLl ing up
areas. He did an excel lenl  i  ob on t .h is .

0f  courser any work job should have a break. And we had one, Coffee,
Pop, and Doughnuts.  I 'c .gave us a chance to look at  the memorial  p laque
and stand for our deceased member Ewald Johnson which is now in place
at the garden.

Our Clean-up and Plant ing ended about 11:00 A.M. that  morning. For th is
excel lent  job,  I  s incerely Lhank al l  members who worked on i t .  Sinee
plant ing at  the Garden, I  have stopped.there dai ly.  I t  does Dry out and
I have been water ing i t  dai ly.  So let 's  a l l  of  us do our part  on water-
ing and weeding i t  th is summer.

HAPPY GARDENING Members.  Joseph L.  Stenger (822-5305) Commit tee Chairman

:kBrenny, Chur i l la,  Culbert ,  Halv 'orson, Duane Johnson, |4 i l ler ,  Nloehnke,
i {erburn,  O'DonneI l ,  Pet.erson, Roberg, Stenger and WiLtstock.
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THE JUNE MEETING

Our speaker on June l0 was Ross Green, Publ ic Informat ion Off icer for
the Metropol i tan l ' {osqui to Control  Dist . r ic t .  Lucki ly f  or  me he passed
out fact  sheets eover ing his topic before the l ights were dimmed. With-
out one I 'd have been hard put to make meaning later out of  the notes I
took dur i .ng his s l ide showing.

He eased into his t .opic by reminding us that.  the mosqui to conLrol  d istr ict
covers the 7 county (Anoka ,  Dakota,  Hennepin,  Ramsey, Scott ,  l^ /ashington
and part  of  Carver)  * . t ropol i tan area and that i t  was organized in 1958.

Green then grew technical  and showed us s l ides cover ing the l i fe cycle
of the mosqui to.  First ,  eggs which immersed in water develop int .o seg-
mented worm-l ike "wiggler"n-( larvae)I  then, st . i l l  under water into
"tumblers" (pupae).  AnoLher s l ide showed the next stage-- t .he pupae at
the water 's surface spl i t t ing open rs i th the adul t  mosqui to emerging ready
to restart  the cycle.  Only the female mosqui toes bi te.  They need blood
to develop t .heir  eggs. The male,  a t rue gent lemanrsubsists on plant
ju ices.  Both sexes have a pot.ent ia l  l i fe span of  3 to 5 months.

MosquiLo eggs must be in \ , /aLer 7 to l0 days to haLch. Lacking water the
eggs remain v iable for  up to 5 years.  Only one kind of  mosqui to which
develops under waLer breathing through cat- ta i l  roots develops in lakes.
The best breeding place is shal low waLer 6 Lo LZ inches deep; but a ryat ,er
f i l led footpr int  depression can breed up to 1000 mosqui tos"

l iosE mosqui tos
blown in 50 to
is4Lo6feet
at  5000 f  eet ."

have a f  ly ing range of  about 25 mi les t .hough they can be
70 mi les by surface winds" Their  normal f ly ing height
above the sround but thev have been seen in the , iet  stream

Temperature is a factor bear ing upon the presence of  mosqui tos.
temperature is below 50o Fahrenhei t  few wi l l  be found.

When the

The best t ime for homeowners to spray an area for mosqui tos is f rom sun-
down to midnight.  The distr ict  hel icopter f ly ing ear ly in the morning
is not fogging. I t  is  spreading pel leLs which release control  mater ia ls
against  mosqui to larvae. The higher winds later in the day would inter '
f  ere vr i  th accurate placement of  t ,he control  mater ia ls .

Mosqui to born diseases most prevalent in low ly ing areas as shown by
Green's maD sl ides are:
r  ldestern encephal i t is . . . l ' l innesota River val ley and the Red River val ley
o LaCrosse encephal iL is. . .The Mississippi  River val ley f rom the Twin

Cit ies south.  I t .  af fects chi ldren usual ly in August and September"
.  Dog heartworm.. . l3 of  our i , l innesota mosqui to species t ransmit  th is

paras i  t .e .

Ross Green's ta lk brought many quest ions and an animated discussion.
The speaker,  never at  loss for  answers,  responded in rapid f i re al i i
in some cases in considerable detai l .  The meet ing cont inued wel l  beyond
our usual  c losing t ime despi te program chairman Dr.  Olsonts several
at tempts to cut  of f  quest ions 

--E. c.  curbert

KEEP MUMS PINCHED UI ' ITIL JULY 15

them a "sof t"  p inch
buds for fa l l  b loom.

As the mum
by removing

shoots reach
L/2 inch of

3 to 4 inches
the slem t ip"

in length,  g ive
This increases
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LIME NOT NEEDED HERE
by Jack KoIb

Art ic les on l iming of  soi ls occur qui te f requent ly in lur f  and garden
publ icat . ions.  The meri ts of  l iming where needed are not to be disputed.
i lotoever,  in Lhe Minneapol is area thaL suggesl ion should noL be considered
unt i l  one has had a soi l  test  wi t .h a pH reading or a Flor icul tural  soi l
test  which determines many of  the t 'sub-majort t  br  t tminor" elements such as
sul fur ,  calc ium, magnesium, manganese eLc.

The rvr i ter  is  more fami l iar  wi th the problems in tur f  than in gardening,
so my comments wi l l  be more turf '  or iented.

Large turf  areas in the Twin Ci t ies area are- i r r igalgd from,d.-uP wel ls
in 5oth the Hinckley and Jordan aqui fers.  The alkal in i ty -o!  

t l t is  water
is in the range of  bH 8.0t .  One d-rop of  water on a shiny black Cg"l inen-
tal  wi l l  leav6 a whi te deposi t  of  calc ium-carbonate which can be di f f icul t
to remove. In fact  when we t tused-to-rnanual ly"  waler gol f  courses the ivarm
l ight  on the scooter used to have such a bui ld up-of .calc ium that the l ight
beEame ineffect ive and had to be cleaned with muriat ic acid in order Lo
remove lhe deposi t .  I r r igat . ion water,  then, becomes one source of  l ime
t,hat may be mbre than adequate to meet the calc ium needs of  your crop.

How then do we counLeract lhe af fect  of  too rnuch l ime rvhere the pH has
escalaLed t .o a point  where certain essent. ia l  e lements are no longer avai l -
able? In tur f  we have turned to sul fur .  Turf  product. ion poses a problem
since adding eiements has to be done on the surface without extensive
cul t . ivat , ionl  Thus sul fur  added to the surf  ace causes extreme pH inter-
facing.

One of  t .he factors af fect . ing the ef fect iveness
menLal sul fur  wi l l  be t . i te buf f  er ing abi l i ty  of
heavier more col lo idal ,  and high organic soi ls
abi l i ty .  This is a 'Lerm that descr ibes a soi l 's
change..  1.1 'J

Lhe so cal led t 'sand" that  occurs commonly under the
of the Twin Ci t ies.  l ' losL "Gravel"  type sands found

up of  l imestone and have pHts above B.

Sul fur  can be boughL in several  d i f ferent forrns:
1, .  99% pure sul fur l  usual ly pel leted and di f f icul t  to decompose

(acted upon by speci f ic  micro-organisms and eventual ly avai lable
in a SO4 form)

2. 92% pure pel let . ized or granulated with c lay binder the sul fur
port ion being very f inely ground for faster oxidat ion and break-
do*r, .  (obj"Et io.r lb l"  betaise of  the bentoni te c lay binder)

3.  Sul fate forms of  fer t iL izer or fer tLLtzer ingredients
a. Sul fate of  Potash
b. Anmonium Sulfate

The pH requirements of  var ious
opt imum range of  6.5 to 7.2.
around the neutral  point  s ince
major and minor are more readi

In conclusion i t  is  fe l t  that
Lhat l iming is a pract ice that
extensive soi l  t .est ing-.

of  any amending supple-
'a soi l - - let  us say that
have higher buffer ing

abi l i ty  to resist  pH

One commenL about
seven county area
local lv are made

c. I ron Sul fates
d. ZLne Sul fates etc.

plants may vary,
Vegetable gardens

this is the area
1v avai lable.

but tur f  requires an
more than l ikely hover
in which most elements

local  soi ls conLain adequate calc ium and
would rarely occur here.  L ime only af ter
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GREEN TOE

He cal led his garden rrEden' l

For i ts pleasure arrd del ight
To have the f i rst ' lornato

Hetd t rv wi th al l  h is might.

I^/E REPEAT:

OTHER MGCA CL

He always knew t j re last  f rost ,
And control led al l  pe s ts wi t i r  ea s e,
But he could never f igure out

Just when to Plant his Peas.

START GETTING READY

Make a note of  what is growing wel l  in your garden now (or at  least  by
j ; l t  +r i i j . -  i t r1 to havE iL i ;  your.garden next year and aL convent ion

t ime July 3-6,  1988, for  cut t ing and for show'

CALENDARS: Chet Groger wants to remind you-again t l lat  i t  is  t ime to

aff i ;wajMGCA"calendars. t rJhenamembeiof thecalendarcommit ' tee
telephones you be ready to te l l  h im how T?ny calendars you 

Hl l t :  ^Th"t
send your check to t reasurei  G.otg.  I ' lcCol to i rgh. The money "up front"

alrvays helps.

WE WELCOME: I-{EIJ ME}IBERS

Ray Marshal l
6809 Balsam Lane N.

Maple Grove, MN.

Kent f l "  Petterson
'  908 EasL River Ter"

- :  Mpls;o t t r l .  55414

A25-9896
)4b-6/ .Y4

55369

i

@
ME}T' S

I

i
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HowarC l{. Berg
10107 lake''r lew Dr., Mlnnetonka
David O. Moehnke
2i10O8.125 St. ,  Burnsvl l le 55337

e\h,  <l+ <

Edlna 55436

Mlnneapol is 5i4I9

Charles R. Proctor
5205 Grandvlew Isne,
joseph L.  Stenger
542l-  Girard Ave. S.,

Euery Member SPotrsors ANeu Menber

Return to
TIIE GARDEN SPRAY of MGCM, iNC,
ffirt, Editor

53].5 Portland Avenue

Vlce-Presldent:  Robert  C. Ol,son
ff i  Ave., St.  Louls Park 55416
Secretarar: Duane A. Reynolds
7nZ :-39th Ave. N., New Hope 55427
Treasurqq: George H" I4cCollough
8B:ffioough Dr., Bloomlngton 55431
Past-President :  Andrew Ivhrlow
ffika B1vd" r Mlnnetonka 55343

DIRECTORS:

I { lnneapo11s, Mlnnesota
*Jf** lc

GARDEN CLUB 0F MINNEAPOLIS, INC"
CLTIB OF"FICERS:

Presldent: Robert G. ChurlLla
f f io1n St.  N.E.,  Columbia l igts.5542I FIRST CLA$S

l l r -  FIovarr l  I1.  Serq
10107 lek*viec Dr ive
I{ inne ton ka, }1N 5534 3


