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lt&1et q../- eL/.4 e-a,.lft&sLL Ml 8i.4
'  Augu5t^ I  990 ,  Vo I  ume 48 ,  Numbe r  g.

AUGUSTGARDEN TOUR ANDPOTLUCKPICNIC

DATE:

TIME:

PLACE:

COST:

PICNIC:

Sunday, August 12, 1990

l :00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Lake Harr iet  Church
4901 Chowen Avenue So.
Mi nneapol  i  s,  l ' | i  nnesota

$3.50 per person

Bring hot dish,  salad or dessert
(  Pl  ease i  nd' icate be' low)

wel come members,  wi  ves ,  sweethearts and fr j  ends -  to a rel  axi  ng
afternoon of  v is i t ing gardens, f9o9 and good company! !  Tour agenda i ;
tent j t ively set  for  f i rst  t ime.v, is i t  tg $ember gdrddns of  Merle"pul ley,
Bol Rgdmgnd and Jo.hn. Rgqgn. with spei lTt visi t  to Lo. is carlson dFdt;and picnic on the Jack Kolb gardens.

*********************************************************************** *

(N0 sTANDritc

x $3.50

RESERVATIoNS LIST IN EFFECT)

=$Pl ease reserve

I wi l l  br ing: Hot dish

Sal ad

Dessert

Please send check to:

MMGC
C/0 Joe Stenger
5421 Girard Ave. So.
Minneapol  is,  MN 55419

Check must be rece' ived no later than August 9,  1990.



TOMATOES - FAILURE TO SET

ls your problem the total  or  part ia l  fa i lure of  f lowers to develop into f ru i t? This condi t ic
f ru i t  set  or  b lossom drop is most common in tomatoes in plant ings which bloom late.  The
usual  cause for poor f ru i t  set  is  h igh temperature dur ing the day or night.  0pt imum night-
t ime temperatures for  f ru i t  set  in tomatoes is about 58 lo 70 degrees. Nightt ime tempera-
tures above J2 degrees in combinat ion wi th dayt ime temperatures above 90 degrees of ten
resul  ts in heavy blossom drop.

A somewhat s imi lar  condi t ion may occur dur ing extended per iods of  cold weather.  Under
cold weather condi t ions,  the problem may show as blossom drop, but may also be combinedwith abnormal i t ies (misshaped, cat faced, etc.)

Other causes for lack of  f ru i t  set ,  or  the development of  malformed
(l)  Unbalanced nutr i t ion -  including excess or def ic iency of  some of

f ru i t  include:
the major or minor

elements.

\2)  Extended per iods of  warm, windy weather wi th low humidi ty.
l l )  Extended per iods of  showery,  cool ,  overcase weather dur ing the
(4) Insects and diseases.

spr I  ng.

' **  
tJ" i jn iv.  )

---!q'rrm'= nrd''from nashabl€ fabrics, first |9t;the nud dry thgrluhly before Ereatingthg '*'in' Srurh well to roosen and remov!=soil. I.J"rk; t3,ry-aury-a;i.;;;i. o, a heavyconcentration of any detergenl into the 
"t 

io. Brush this into the stain. i,et stand for15 to 30 minutes' i-aunder:"using the same-Jeiergent. Repeat if necessary.
---on white or colorfast fabrics, liquid rust removers aiailable at supermarkets nray beeffective on some difficulr 

"iuii".-'i"Jr-iii.r on an i;"il;-;""* or hem.
---For grass stains, soak the stains at least 30 minutes in cool water with an enzymepre-soak' ''Iaunder using detergent and the tott""t watercur"-for the fabric. Rinse.
#.if 

stains remain, bieach-wiih-32'hfirJgli'p.roxide, rherr rinse rhe srains and launder

1990 l4GCIvl F1cn€r Slrqu Report

Natiornl Vegetable
l&ational Flcxrer

Sv"eepstakes Floqer
runner-u[)S

Sweepstakes Vegetable
runner-ups

Rookie Dchibitor

Mel Anderson
Kent Petterson

Bob Heiberg
Eldon Hugelen
Drane Johnson

l'le1 Anderson
Phil Peterson
llerle R.tlley

Eldon Hugelen

Seetion chanpions and special awards here r^rcn by several club nernbers.

Reed Sonstegaard - Lisianthus
I"lerrLe pulley - Raspberry
Phil peterson - Arboreal branch , Snnkebush
Bob Heiberq - t'tili rose
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Francisde l/os,
formerdirector
of 'U' arboretum
When Francis de Vos came to Min-
nesota 13 years ago to run the Uni-
venity of Minnesota I-andscape Ar-
borrtum, he said the relatively wild
area "needed a nucleus."

And he helped find one. In the scven
years that he was duector of the
arbor€tum in Chanhassen, the nucle-
us came to include a Japanese garden
with a pool and waterfall, perennial
gardcns, herb g:udens, a ros€ gnrden
that's become a favorite spot for wed-
dings and - his personal favorite -
the home demonstration gardens.

"He developed approximately 60
acres of display gardens outside the
Snydcr building" said Pcter Olin,
cunrnt director. *I think the crown
of hat is aptly named the De Vos
Demonstration Gardens. It's a scries
of gardens all clusrcred together that
gve pcople an idea what they might
do in their own back yards."

De Vos" 71, who headed the arbore-
tum from 1977 to 1985, died ofpros-
tat€ cancer Wednesday at his home
in Southern Prnes. N.C.

He also built the Learning C,enter,
where iast year morc than 15,000
children learned about how plants
{lourish.

tte grerr up in Boston and graduated
from high school in Bloomfreld.
Conn. His father, a gardener, and his
mother had emigrated from the
Netherlands aboul five years before
he was born.

He s€rved in the Anny Medical
Corps for four years during World

War II. then complercd a bachelor's
degree rn honiculture at the Univer-
sity of Massachusetts in Amhenr He
earned master's and docroral dcgrees
from Cornell University of -New
York.

He was hired as a horticrrlturist at the
National Arborctum in Washington,
D.C., in l95l and was assistant dLrec-
tor when he left in 1967. While rhere
he made rwo federally sponsored
plant erplorarions - oie in 1962 to
Nepal and one in 1965 to West B€n-
gal-Sikkim - to gather specimens
that could be inuoduced to rhe Unit-
ed States.

He also hybridized magnolias tbat he
named for cach of his four daurhtcrs
and for Jaoe Freeman, wife of Gville
FrecrnlFn, then the U.S. secrctary of
agriculturc.

In 1967 De Vos moved to Chicaco to
become the fint full-time direc6r of
300 acrcs of swampland that bccame
the Chicago 36r-nis Garden in Glen-
coe, Ill..

Today it is visited by more rhrn 3
half-million people each ycar.

"We think it's one of the best in the
coqnqy,': said Roy Taylor, p'resident
and chief cxecutive officer of tle Chi-
cago Horticultural Society and direc-
tor of Oe gnrdcn. '"Many of the trees
which he personally superviscd bave
grown and are a living memorial to
his effons."

DeVos' wife, Martha rillian Bcam.
said shc and her husband toured th6
Chicago gsranis Garden about three

He was diagnoscd with cancer soon
after he redred froni the Universitv
of Minnesota I -ndscape Arboretum
rn early 1985. Hc and his wife moved
to Southern Pines in 1986.

He was anemptiqg to propagate hear-
tolerant azaleas for Nonh Carolina.
but had not completed his work, his
wife said.

Hi was director of the American
Horticultural Society and received its
hofessional Award in 1987. He was
past presidcnt of the American Asso-
ciation of Boranic Gardens and Ar-
boreta

Bcsidcs his wife, he is survived bv a
son, Peter, of Baltimore; daughtcn
Ann de Vos of Germantown. Tenn.:
Frederica lkaines, of Midlothian.
Va.; Ranrlqll Bannentine. of eustin.
Texas, and Judith Umberger, of Mid-
lan4 Tcxas, and 14 grandchildren.

A memorial service will be held Sat-
urday in Southern Pines.

Francit de bs

years
tulfix

ago and called it "a dream

/July 8/1ffi/Ster

WAYS WITH ROSES
"What a spendid exercise it would be if people woulcl only

go round their places and looh t'or all the ugly corners, and.
just thinh hou, they might be marJe beauti ful bv the use of
free-grcwing flo.ses. "

Gertrude Jekyl l
-  Roses in English Gardens, 1902
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ED r-t_tt_.E]Et;l- i AF'F'F:EC I I l i  1. Ut'J t. ' tI t iHT .

l le s l - rc.Jur ld ha., ,B ( fn€. . . .c1r-  drr :J yclLr ev€ir i  hear t f ra[  cr- l r
pr i i {?- t { rnnrnct  edrtar-  o1- IHE LjARIlE. l i . i  SF'RAi ' r . rc l r i  a!- i  ar , . lay-d ic.r-  the
best c I  t - {h i  bt- t l  1 et  i  r i  i  r i  f ' lGl . , r : r  at  the IJe. :  f ' lc i  r ia.g.  ccln. , 'er i l  1 on,,
I  L"r  .  v l - : l  r  Yg=,

l . t  wrrE Er p1€iagLtrFi  ' r .L '  l - re: ' l .hE" ' r t*  l . r r t l i  Ecl  ar icJ l - iavEr hrnr qci  i -crular-cJ

. f t  a bar i r l l - ret  to t -LtcFj l \ , /E " tJe=t nj :  $hclr . . r"  t i ,FGi c l t  award.

EcJ i - r€r9, .  hJcir i  f f ra l - i . . /  aL. lar-c is.  pr ' ! : . i ! / lc lLtgly {gr-  e jc l  l t j . r rc l  ELl l .  r ieFJ?lFi t ter ,

. t l  I  deeE--rvei iJ,  bt- t t  1 i -  I ' ra3 hei*r i  r i i  J .L:ng trme Etnce f lGt-r i  ._rutr1qr- ,s

Etc. [ , :e. i ( j  gt-r . t  ]Ltst  c lnt : :  nt*u. t l i . ier t te:r-  . - t l - r rJ sarcJ ] t -  wni : ;  t . t - r€ bt?gt br-r t
th: .s hra=. t l - rL:  v 'ecf . l ' -  s.nci  uJi : - r  ar in sr .J. i .  Dr( ]urc j  t :+ E. i : l  ,

Let 's cJ1vF..r  f i : r . r r  a brq har icJ ar id i1 thanl , :  yclLr.

Ltr l. I Flurl l.
l1)'r-r-, r,r 4- nr

F'. ! i  , ,  ' fhr : r -E:  t . l * i t -e gcl f l i t : :  t r r ' l - f - r€tr  arul , r rc l  g.  i ]urr-  c lL.r t i  wag ctn thr :
G. ' : r r ' -dt=n:Lr-r  r l  f rcrrr  t i re l - lear- t  i - lonor-  FlO1. l .  far-  r" lor- i . : :  r /JLt i t  t f i t :  Socrr : . tv
tL- i l -  t i re. :  [ l ] : .nrJ ; i r rc l  F ' f i r .L artcJ l ' : .snL Fgtter: . ;or i  uJErr: : :  s.c i  l ioncrecl"  l
eav(: i  the t t - rF: t - t te tc i  cJecearsc-- ' tJ rnetmber-s . f t - .  t l - rFt :  Plenrc ' r - ra l  Sprvrcr*

anrJ hJEl,uJert+ aL1. l .  a.rc i l rnci  c: i . . ign=r- ' , / r .nq and h:e, : . r i rJ atr t l .vg.

OFFICER F.HO'TO BOOI' : .  CLICI. : : I I . ]G ALONG

. .  .  br-r t  ,  boy ,  coLr l  d I  l rse yclLrr  hel  p.

Recent I  y 1 recei  ved photos o{ a deceaged f  orrner presr dent c l+
oLtr  c l l tb-  Hrq:  wldow apBlogr:ed thatthey Here so oId and
adrni t ted she was asharned to haveto Lrse thenr butt  he nad
passed away withourt  a resent photo.

There!  Hor.r 'e that  fsr  gurr l t I  I f  yaLr wc:n' t  da r t  for  the F,hotc:
Eool , :  ,  thelr-r  qo tc,  soneonEi i  I  r  i re pro-)(  ssurthdal  e whor i  ure t - rcavL?
rnentranerd,  and do r t  lsr-  yoLrr  farnr ly,  IJon' t  urai t  urntr l  yBLr,re
possibl-v ry€r-y i l i  and r tcr  longer Ic:c: t l  VclLrr  roburs. t  sel{ .  Lro i t
nOt^t .

And renrernber I  need ei ; '  ) :  r  rnch prrnt  ior  each year yc,Lr were
an of  f  icer plurs one rrc l re r f  y6Lr recerved the Bronze Medal .
I+ yr jLr  don' t  get  Lrs a portrai t  type photcr (or photos),  we ,r tay
be f  orced to Lrse the negat ive that  Dr,  Ted olson toc, l l  o+ loLrr
v lhert-her r t 's  f  lat terrnq or not.

As .a c lutbr w€ need thrs,  booi l  (actura11i7 there are foutr  boot ls)
to recogni :e,  ysLrr  r  npurt  eal i  an a{{  r  cer and tc i  record r  t  aE an
hrstorrcal .  matter.

F ' Ieas'er get of f  the gt ic[ , :  i - rFrd havEr solneon€ gE clrc i , : ,  c l ic [ r .

Bi l i  Hur l I

htery Member Sponsonr A Nqo Member
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VIE}.IS FROM THE VEGETABLE GARDEN DATES TO REMEMBER

MGCM PRESIDENT KENT Aug. 7 Board Meet ing at  C. Benson

Aug. 12 MGCI' I  Tour and Pot l  uck

Aug. 16-18 Herb Symposium at

.:the 
Arboreturn

Aug. ?2-23 MSHS Flower Show at
the State Fair

To be Announced -  Apple Cider
makinq at  L.  Gi l l iqan'sVEGETABLES FOREVER

It 's been a great summer for  gardeners and growing plants.  P' lenty of  moisture and
adequate sunshine have helped to produce nany beaut i fu l  gardens' loca11y. l . le saw
wonderful  gardens on the June Club Tour,  and we' l l  be t reated to several  more this
month.  l^ le want to thank the tour commit tee for their  work in arranging these events.
l ,Je had minj  tours th is Spr ing,  a t r ip to Doug Smith 's and the Hackensack area gardens
i  n June, and the two surnmer tours too.  Our Vo1untee! '  of  the Month f  or  August ' is
GreqSmjth.TourCommit teeChairman.Al l tn@o,facj i i t ies,buses
and s j  tes to v i  s i  t  are the key to maki  ng these events enjoyabl  e and successful  .  I , , le
wish to thank Greg and his commit tee for their  work th is summer.

How does your garden grow? l . le had very good luck wj th eggplant in our garden this
year.  Eggplant requires more heat than is usual ly avai lable here in Minnesota.
However,  th ' is  year our started plants went under a 'min ' i -greenhouse'  to maximize the
heat.  The plants were larger ear l ier  wi th blossoms ear ly qnough to provide a crop.
Did you have any interest ing successes in your garden? Wri te up a short  descr ipt ion
of the detai ls and send i t  to Ed Culbert .  I 'm sure he' l l  f ind a way to get i t  jn the
Spray.

The 5th Distr ict  of  the Hort icul tural  Society wi1 ' l  be organiz ' ing their  Board of
Directors fo l lowing adopt ion of  By' laws recent ly proposed. As a garden club within
the 5th Distr ict ,  I . IGCM'is al lowed one member on their  Board.  I f  you have an interest
in th is posi t ion,  p ' lease contact  me or one of  our Board members.

The Nat ional  Convent ion of  1990 is now history.  Some might say i t  was a 'History
Making'  Convent ion.  I t  may have been a turning point  for  MGCA, but 'History Making'
remajns to be seen. The Boar:d of  Directors received and adopted over th i r ty re-
comendat ions f rorn the consul tant  h i red to study the operat ion and act fv i t ies of
MGCA. The consul tants used input f rom the member survey conducted this spr ing along
with interviews and a workshop held wi th members in leadership posi t ions.  Much work
remains to f lesh out these recomendat ions to actual  proposals for  Bylaw changes or
speci f ic  act ions.  Sorne of  these proposals probably w' i11 be discussed and voted upon
jn November at  the Board of  Directors meet ' ing.  Others wi l l  come before the Convent ion
next sunmer (June 23-26) in Raleigh, North Cirol ina.  Our Region D' i rector,  Russ Sm' i th,
has a copy of  the fu l l  consul tants report  and wi l l  be provid ' ing informat ' ion and look-
ing for your input.

you might wonder i f  i t  was a fun and worthwhi le t r ip.  l . Ie l l  yes we did have fun, but
we also naO dissapointments.  We didn' t  get  to see any pr ivate gardens and the weather
was bad. The Convent ion was long on business and short  on educat ' ion and entertainment.

PETTERSON

K

Good Gardening to You,

-5
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DIRECTOR REPORT

The MGCA Directors net at the national conventlon in Des
Moines, fd.  on June 15, 1990. The rout ine business and
reports by the off icers and conmittee Chair-persons was
given to both the directors and the delegates. There were
no surprising reports--Mostly-- the E&I fund continues to
grow and palaaents are regularly made to MGCA from the
earnj-ngs proceeds of  the fund. The Dec. 31, 1990 balance in
the fund was $gSZ 

'996. 
The payurents to MGCA frorn earnj.ngs

sj-nce the fund was created in 1981 totaled gl-27,7OI.--a1so
the calendar and other profl t  making cornmittees created
prof l ts.  MGCA operated with a balanced budget in 1989.

The non rout ine business was di f ferent, .  In 1999, MGCA
enployed Lawrence-Leiter , a consult, ing f irzn to make
suggest, ions as to how MGCA could become a better
organizatlon. They, arong with a planning commlttee of MGCA
officers, directors and mernbers, along with a survey taken
of al l  members, came up with a nunber of reconmendations
which were presented to the dj.rectors, approved by the
directors and presented to the delegates.

nrh i 'Frr one recommendations ltere presented and are44445 9I

tentatively scheduled for actlon over the next three years.
I think the two most signif icant i tens are a change in
bylaws where the members have more votlng power rather than
as present where most declslons are belng made by the
directors-- l tems l ike dues increases. The Eecond is that
once the bylaws have been revised, MGCA DueE w111 be paid
directly to the national headguarters. .

By publicizing the organizatlon and the proposed changes,
the antlcipated growth ls a 50t increase in menbershlp.
The Iocal  c lubs wi l l  s t l l l  operate baslcal ly as usual
gaining new members by personal contacts plus from those
Joinlng MGCA without knowing of the local club. Other
proposed changes are the hir ing of an executive director,
fund raisers,  educat ion,  etc.

AII  in al l ,  I  th ink the proposals.  are for  the best for  the
su:rrival and growth of MGCA. I think the effects on our
loca1 cLubs wil l  not be great for our day to day operation.

-Russ Sni th
NATIONAL CONVENTION

Jitn Ralls, who attetrded the conventiotr, reports a r ief resume of the actions. The
Executive Committee reeommended that the Board of Direetors approve the
recommelldations of the management consultants that were hired. (1) ' fhis included a
change in bylaws to al low individual rnembership voting. (This has been a recornmendation
of t ire Jouti lwesi Region for sorne two ye&rs wir icir l iat iolal has more or less ignoretJ. I t
has cau.sed muclt dissension between San Antonio and San Mareos clubs on one hand and
National to a point that the clubs have withheld payrnent of National dues - Editor.) This
wil l  al low National to be an organization of individuals instead of an assoeiation of elubs.
(2)t lr i t ten definit ion of purpose and objeetives of Nationai. (3)Review the Gardener
magazine - make it  profi table or at least break-even, or el iminate i t .  (4)Devetoo a
competent professional headquarters staff.  On the question of those clubs that have not
paid their National dues, i t  was voted to suspend San Antonio, San Marcus, and a smalt
New York club unless dues are paid within 60 days, if not, then their charters will oe
revokerl
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Edrtsr-  Ei l  h i is  r -equre.=i : t :c i  I  i . . r t - r t r :  e.  i r tL.  1e eornr- , thrne cornpar lne
Jt. rne-:  cot-r  ve,nt j . f in u ' r r t i i  Ecrr i re o{ j  ths:  t : th€i ' r -  th:rr- t ' : , ,  I 'vr :  . r t tsndecj  .

Ltt t=,

l . t  wa= a r :cgcl  cnt lventrcn t l r t i - r  a 1aL. c '+ t -hrnqr= beinq dr:ne r , /Frrv

r , le l  1.  lhe hstei l  cf iErf t= c l rd l i i6 is is6; . [ r ,16:15, [ : r ' "c:urr l  , ,  l :e led: . r rc1 Lrs sr i i , / ( -=r i i i

bL.r f fet  n-( t ja. l " i : i  c lLt t .c l - , :  l ' r '  ani i  uot :11" Llrcr . r r - rnan Flcrr  Hc- 'qqer i  drc i  c-1 rrrs isterfr-LL

. lc lb oi  i . , :  ( : rc:E, i  11 c, l  t l - i r  nqs.  c ' t - j  gchedl . t l  e l  ,  l " ' rL]qr-anrr i  r .JerF! ghcrt( . - ' r -  i i r  *n
(+i i t rec 'Lecl"  dc: i : ' r -  r l r l ies wr3r€? harr t l  . | ' t=rc j  e.  I tnc ' : - , t  ( : (g:  weLL aE Brr , j  Hnf '  Cld

oLrrs,  ancJ the Lrarrqt-rE:t , :Feal . : :  c!r-  waF a t : t -eai . .  enci  ! - ,Lrrpr1: ;1nql  i iurrnnrr=r.

[J l : :  ay {  Ec]  r  i  l . . 'Jc- i i=n '  i -  a; :  q locid as,  ct i . i l -  c( ] t - rven l : : .  ( : r i ,  burt  that ' : - .  r ]Ei  3 '

f  ar r- spn' l-  : i  rr  i . ' l f -r  i  r fr  t ,r .r  pLtt- nre. Yc:i .r  l :e,I  .J. i :r , .r : : ;  r 'Jer€ ; i1rn{: lgt- ei l

lnvolvecjy pr ' - i ibabl . \ /  r | icr i3 sr : i  t - l - r ; i r ' r  f f 'osi :  l - rcs 'c.  c1r-r l :  members f ' tavFr l feen"

Ypr-r  d ic l  r : r  r locic j  - la i r  n. i  5t- tpf t l i / l r lQ ancl  c;hc. i i . r i r ic ;  f lc ]wers cn table: ;

e iver,vr ,J l - rer-( . !  l : t : t ' tet-  t l rar i  Des I ' l t : r .  nF:,  Yt : i - r  dr  r j  a qreat -1 ob oi

ni i ; i int :a i . r i1T'  cr  crr ic i  r f i l - i l " : r r ic1 l - rct f f rF c i  ardL?nE : t . r i  er  terrrrblar droutcl f t t  VEcr i -
Des; l '1oi  r r  r : :s gi l - rcJNgrl l  r . . r : ;  nont. i .  - f  t :  n i r*  th.r [ :  ] .  i ;  a in l  1! tafr :  e.

t 'Je. , :  r^Jt . .?r( i i i  t , r - r -=: ; . i t . r : i . i  t^ le. i .  1,  u l r t l - r  ccrLtr- ters ' t ,  ar i i l  cc l r - rg,Lder l r t - ior i ,  - l  l is ,  hgr.e1

rr jc)m! l  bJFr- i : : :  or t* .4 ' , -  "  
- i ' i re L '€ is,  l " lc i  ns: i l  l - rc lEts i  wEr-F3 tr-r- t l  v  eOcld t r  L ic i .  Uggd

peopl€i , .  i : 'nDi: .1 i rL.r*nd=. i+nr- l  hJer a1. l  en- io. .zr*cJ rne'e:L: . r - i r :1 and t--r1t , :  i r ic : l  urr th

t-  hefn "

A i i*nr i l rar-  g l i l - r . . r .=r t iorr  cccutr-reci  ; , i t  the c 'pe,n: i r ic :1 rece-,pt tcr i .  F,ec'p1e: iet
ther r  Eipt l€ iLr  t t : ,s i  q let  awa! '  { rc:ni  them eh. t t re 's ie bu.rT{:E, 1.  €+vents ancl  wo1 f
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tMPRESSt0NS 0F THF DES M0tNES C0NVENTt0N
by Me I  Ande rson

I was at  the Minneapol  i  s Convent ion in 1988 short ly af ter  jo in ing MGCM,
so some comParisons may creep into th is.  My f i rst  impression, as Dwayne
and larr ived at  the Fort  Des l ' lo ines Hotel  just  in t ime for the f i rst  dele-
gate session, was al  I  the f r iendly,  somewhat fami I  iar  faces. Many of  these
people were at  Minneapol  is and they remembered us.  l t  was fun talk ing about
the weather and garden problems in di f ferent parts of  the country.  You can
learn a lot  f rom those knowledgeable delegates.

The delegate meet ing was impressive,  in that  i t  was conducted in an ef f  ic ient
manner,  yet  everyone was al lowed to speak in turn.  The biggest decis ion
among many was the "envi  ronmental  statement".  The var ious luncheon and
breakfast  meet ings were impressive,  a lso,  in that  awards were given for the
best in each program. Some of these programs were new to me. (Youth Garden-
ing, Gardening from the Heart  and Scholarships) |  am not sure i f  our c lub is
into some of them. l t  is  good to know that these programs do exist  and that
instruct ional  help to start  and to maintain them is avai  lable.  Of course,
we would do al  I  the actual  work in our area, and each program would take
t ime and volunteers.

At one of  the Iuncheons, I  was especial ly proud as our edi tor ,  Ed Culbert ,
won the top c lub bul  let in award! Headquarters recognized--what we al  I  know
--that the GARDEN SPRAY is the best c lub bul  let in in the Ments Garden Clubs
of America.  0ne thing I  d idn' t  know was that there is an of f ic ia l  MGCA
song'  not  a great song but not that  bad ei ther.  Certainly worth a stretch
and a t ry every other meet ing or so.

There were several  tours of fered: The Des Moines Botanical  Society,  Family
History Farms, Master Gardens Demonstrat ion Plot ,  the Capi to l ,  the Histor i -
cal  Bui ld ing,  etc.  The Des Moines Botanical  Bui l i ing is outstanding. Any-
one going to Des Moines should take t ime to see i t .  l t  is  not  very large
but is very wel l  maintained and has an excel lent  to l lect ion of  p lants.  The
annuals and perennials outside and the fol  iage and cact i  inside are t remen-
dous.

0ne nega t  i  ve note on the conven t  i  on .  No
I asked severa I  membe rs of  the Des Mo i  nes
a re 250 membe rs i  n the c I  ub and many f  i  ne
why none were schedu I  ed.

tours of  memberrs gardens were made.
club about i t .  They said there
member gardens. They did not know

Al I  in al  I  ,  though, i  t  was an impressive convent ion and an enjoyable three
days. The seminars (Pruning E Rose Cul ture) were informat ive and the j  C's
(Coffee, Cookies,  Conversat ion) in the Hospi ta l  i ty  Room were excel  lent .  I
met lots of  f r iendly people who are very dedicated to better gardening and
the ideals of  the Henrs Garden Clubs of  America.

I  a lso ta lked to people f rom Raleigh, North Carol  ina.  They wi I  I  host  the
convent ion in June, 1991. They seem to be way ahead on their  p lans and
say they wi I  I  have plenty of  members'  gardens to tour.  0n the way home we
talked favorably toward going, but i t rs a long whi le unt i  I  then.

1

L.

l!

f

THE ADVANTAGES IN JOINING A GARDEN CLUB
We share a common interest  in gardening.
[ .Je inc rease ou r  soc ia I  I  i  f  e
I 'Je can share wi th others our knowledge of  gardening.
I .Je encou rage good hea I  th.
I t  g ives us a purpose to I  ive another year longer to do the things we
want to do next yea r  i  n our gardens.

--R i  cha rd Knowl es ,  Spokane, WA HGC
-8



TI. /O SEMINARS GOOD AND NOT s0 G00DPER ED. CULBERT

Albert  Wi lson, botanist ,  columnist ,  TV and radio personal i ty is a teacher.
Before his ta lk on Management of  Plants and Answers to Quest ions he wrote
a I  is t  of  p lants on the blackboard.  Behind the blackboard he had a pi  le
of  specimens. As he pul  led quest ions f rom the audience he delved into the
pi  le and came up wi th just  the r ight  sample wi  th which to demonstrare.

The f i rst  quest ions related to gardenias.  Bud drop?--overwater ing.  Grow-
ing needs?--Heavy black,  h ighly organic earth,  ample warer,  a warm sunny
window.--- l t  b looms on new wood. At th is point  when i t  appeared one woman
was going to monopol ize the quest ioning Wi lson shoved his potted gardenia
into her hands. "Here.  l r l l  g ive you this.rr  r rNext quest ion. ' l

r rNow thatrs a good guest ion.  lhave the answer r ight  here in my book."
He hol  ds up a book then thumbs through i t .  t ryes,  r ight  on page 76. Al  I
you have to do is read i t  and fol low the direct ions."  , 'Next?, '

Geraniums?--Let cal lus form on cutt ing before plant ing.--An old stem laid
on the ground wi I  I  form roots at  the nodes.--To bloom keep i t  on the dry
side. l ,Jater hanging geraniums once a month.

Ci t rus plants in containers?--Ful l  sun and water plent i fu l ly .

" l  have brown spots on my old rhododendron,."  Albert  hands her a long
handled lopper.  ' rGood luck."  (Wi lson gives away his Corona tools.  His
books he sel  ls  af  ter  c lass.)

And so i t  went
as i t  learned.
heard Albert  Wi
and personal  i ty

Anothe r  sem i  na r
Patty Peterson
MGCM's January
seemed not wel  I
a l l  quest ions.

on past qui t t ing t ime. The
Duane Johnson put i t  best

lson i t  is  qui te a t reat .
to inf luence how he should

aud ience was kept i  n st  i  tches
when he said,  " l f  you haven' t
He uses the audience's quest ions

p roc":d .  "

I  at tended, Environmental  Concerns in Vegetable Plots by
was essent ia l  ly  a repeat of  the ta lk Ann Hanchek gave at
meet ing but wi th a di f ferent set  of  s l  ides.  Ms, Peterson

enough versed in her topic for  an MGCA audience so dodqed

I N JULY THE HGCH BOARD

Approved a new commit tee, The 50th Anniversary of  MGCH, for  the next
sign-up.
Author ized l ' ler le Pul  ley to
our 50tn anniversary.
Learned that 930 HGCA 1991
at S2.00 each).
Considered providing a new
as a long-t ime HGCA I  ia ison

design a general  purpose

ca I  enda rs have now been

folder to highl ight

received ( to be sold

boa rd pos i  t  i  on fo r  someone who wou I  d se rve
person.

Accepted as NEW MGCM HEHBERS

Rand A. Sibet
7t+3t4 Aldr ich Court

Brooklyn Park,  MN

550- 8 I  03
N.

55\44-267 5

R. Kei th Honjak
3l0l  -  40th Ave.

H inneapol  is ,  l '1N

72\-877\

55405

q



PRUNING FRUIT TREES A LA ALB ERT I^I  I  LSON

'I  .  Prune ear ly in l i fe of  the t ree
where you want i t .

2.  Begin your v isual  inspect ion at
t  ree and work downwa rd.

3.  ldent i fy the best leader and lateral  branches
before you beg i  n prun i  ng.  Remove defect  i  ve
parts before pruning for form.

4. Don' t  worry about protect  i  ng prun i  ng cuts.  I  t
does not prevent or reduce decay.

5.  Keep your tools sharp.
6.  When you prune back branches too smal l  to have

formed a col  lar  they should be cut c lose.
7.  I  f  the branch i  s large enough to have formed a

col lar ,  cut  just  outs ide the branch r idge and
col  lar  and at  a s l  ight  down-and-outward angle.
Do not leave a protruding stub.

8.  When shorten i  ng a sma I  I  branch, make the cut at
a lateral  bud or another Iateral  branch. Favor
a bud that wi  I  I  produce a branch that wi  I  I  grow
in a desired direct ion.  The cut should be sharp
and clean, and made at  a s l  ight  angle about 1/ \
inch beyond the bud.

so growth goes

the top of  the

General  ly  speaking, I  ight  pruning and the removal
anyt ime.

of dead wood can be done

Pruning dur ing dormancy, winter,  is
in a v igorous burst  of  new growth i
is  the desired ef fect .  l t  is  usual
of  wi  nter has passed. Some spec i  es
may "b I  eedi l  when the sap beg i  ns to
cease when the tree leafs out.

the mos t  common pract  i  ce.  I  t  resu I  ts
n the spr ing and should be used i f  that
ly best to wai ' t  unt i l  the coldest part
,  such as maples,  walnuts and birches,
f low. This is 'not  harmful  and wi l l

Summer pruning slows
the s I  owi ng ef fect  i  s
ducinS the amount of
devel  opment and next

the development of  a t ree
that you reduce the total

food manufactured and sent
yearrs growth of  the crown

or branch. The reason for
leaf  surface, thereby re-
to the roots for  their

Because decay fungi  spread their  spores profusel
of  wounds seems to be s lower on fal  I  cuts,  th i  s
your pruning tools in storage.

in the fa l l  and heal ing
s a good t ime to leave

TOo Tbo
Cloee f.ont

*#
ilt F

trll ,l

--ffi Cut outsidc brench
rldSe and collan

Collar

A red tuLlp glven ls a decLanatlon of
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1ove, as ls a bud of  I  moss ro3eo



MGCA SEMINAR ON ROSE CULTURE

Jim King MGCA Past President f rom Santa Rosa, Cal  i fornia was the speaker.
He suggested in pruning roses look for strong new canes. Shorten the canes
to 12".  Make sure the centers are open for good air  c i rculat ion.  With
miniatures you don' t  have to be so careful  as they have many leaf  nodes.

l^/hen car ing for roses in the f  a l l  J im uses dormant oi l  spray wi th l ime
sul fur .  This wi l l  prevent diseases the next spr ing.  (He reminded us that
the most common diseases of  roses are rust ,  mi.  ldew and black spot.)

King l ike some MGCM members uses osmocote fer t i l izer a control led release
type 17-6-10 which promotes cont inuous blooming. l t  has added minerals.

OTHER ADV ICE tnl^ /e need to be aware of  nutr ient  r rwash outr t
We wi l l  have to fer t i l ize more for container

in roses kept
grown roses.containers.

When buy ing
o Grade 1
o Grade 1+
r Grade 2
o l^/hen we

sed.

roses one should be aware that:
-  has 3 canes
- has 2 canes
- has i  strong cane.

pay more for roses that the 17 year patent per iod has not elap-

When prepar i  ng roses for show cut the rose stem under 1 1 5o f .  water to pre-
vent air  spaces from developing. In conclusion Jim pul  led out of  h is pocket
an art ist 's  brush which he used to open up the rosers petals.

THE JUNE TOUR THAT ALMOST I^/ASN IT

I  t  was a late spr ing,  a Iate June when we met at  Pershing Park f ie ldhouse.
The skies were lowering. The clouds opened up whi le we ate our Kentucky
Fr ied chicken. The rain poured a deluge af ter  d inner whi le we waited appre-
hensively for  our bus. The rain eased; our bu9 arr ived and we ran for i t
hoping against  hope that the gardens would not be washed out.  We Knew oarn
wel I  they couldnrt  be weed free consider ing weather,  work demands, and our
own garden si tuat ions.

0n th i  s score DR. B0B 0LS0N rea I  I  y fool  ed us.  He had hostas,  hostas,  hostas.
0neplantwasff ihreatenedtocrowdtheIowerbrancheSofanoVer-
hanging smal I  t ree and to cover al  I  h is heavy brown weed-smother ing mulch.
Some hostas f i  I  led the garden wi th f ragrance. Hosta montana aurea marginata
stood out.  Hostas may have been the mainstay of  0 lsonrs garden but accent ing
the lush green grass of  h is lawn he had marigolds,  petunias and even hanging
baskets of  whi te fuchsias.

HENRY HALV0RS0N never fa i ls  us.  He has everything. His grass wasn' t  cut
f f i lookedthatway.Hehadhugeir isSt i l l inbloom.TheeX-
pected Christmas cactus was summering under the t rees, caged raspberr ies,
pie-plant,  azaleas, pink roses, a fern glade, a t ree c i rc led wi th hostas
and much, much more. Henry admi ts he st i  I  I  has t rouble combatt ing those
pesky volunteer t ree seedl ings.

GREG SMITH beats the weeds with a heavy leaf-mulch. l t 's  brown color sets
ofETs ho-stas and the ferns on his hi l ls ides.  The vegetable plots ascend-
ing the hi  I  ls ide to the rear are s imi lar ly mulched. Peas on an 8'  fence
were in f lower.  More surpr is ing potatoes in Dougrs potato patch were start-
ing to bloom.



T0UR - f rom page l I .

RUSS SMITH is changrng his hi l ls ide lay-out again.  He is bui ld ing Z,,x 12' l
p lank beds up his steep rear hi  I  ls ide and making woodchip paths.  0ne path
extends to the f ront yard ievel  Russ has found that an incl ine beats steDS
when pushing a wheelbarrow. He also has bui  I  t  a I  i t t le shanty part  way up
the hi l l - -a subst i tute greenhouse for plants,  a storage place for tools,  he
explained. Dick Lehman had a more pretent ious structure but he admit ted i t
was pr imari ly a place to rest .  Russ had a lot  of  p lant ing lef t  to do but
already there were delphiniums, pansies,  dais ies,  p ink geraniums, decorat ive
let tuce on terraces and in beds to greet us.

Andy Marlow would have made a better report  had i  t  been his responsibi  I  i ty--
which i t  wasn' t .  Just  be thankful  I  was able to decipher th is much of  my
notes.  I  don' t  mind taking them. Reading them after they get cold is the
p rob I  em.

--Ed. c.

feels very coarse and grainy.  Water drains through i t  very
As a resul t ,  sandy soi l  drys out rapidly.

CIay soi l  is  very th ick,  I  ike putty.  l t  holds water I  ike a sponge. l t
aoes not arv out as fast  as sandy soi  l .  When i  t  does dry out i  t  becomes
hard and very sol id,  making i t  d i f f  icul t  to break the surface with a shovel

Si l ty soi l  is  between sandy and clay soi l .  l t  holds water wel l  but  does
not dry into a hard,  sol id mass.

Loam is the ideal  mixture of  sand, c lay,  and si  l t .  With organic amendments,
lT-6-ecomes the perfect  garden soi l .

SO IL TYPES
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