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Gether the Sifts ol gardcn club yearr, Thc GRACE to give and thc SENSE to 

-

O Teach us that gardcn ctubblng CHEERS sh'r€ O
a 

^,-.oc e,TElFNrl,rrt  rn -r. , . ,-  . . . ,* -  L------ With t ired hearts their cross to bcrr. .  O
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Gives STRENGTII to str ive with a heavy 
^ : . ' . , ,  . . : . .- . : : . ' : : ' ,1:: .- '_:: :  : :_:: .  a

a load Gather the gif ts o( garden club years. 
a

O And FAITII to fol low on up-hi l t  roed, Mindtut that garden clubbirrg CIIEERS. a

: 
Thc WILL to work, the URGE to play, I lang thcm high on Memory's Christmas 

:

- 

The couRAGE to cope with a ralny 
Tree 

o
a day. For g:rrden ctubblng has been good to O
! Gives VISION to view thru a clouded sky me' a
a 

- ' - - -  -  - ' - - -v!  ' - '  a
a Great days o( runshine by and by, Scpt. 30' 1952. Frank H- I-ecch 
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Y0UR SPRAY I  S LATE--the ed i  tor  has been out of  town--and the December
meet ing is ear ly.  There is no card to return th is t inre,  There are no
permanent registrat ions to honor.  You have already sent in your reserva-
t ions for  the December 4th Chr istmas party and your check so everythinq is
taken care of  .

BUT. l f  you've procrast inated, been out of  town, uncertain whether you c
be in town or just  p la in couldn' t  make up your mind you can st i  l  l  get  under
the wire i f  you rush your reservat ion to Walt  Gustafson so he gets i t  by
Saturday, December lst .  To be doubly sure te lephone him so he vr i l l  kno,"r
your check is coming. we don' t  want to come up short  on food.

FRAGRAI. ICE GARDEN

Another years garden was completed on 0ct .  20th when the FIGS gathered
to c lean up the garden for winter.  I , ie ' re gett ing so ef f ic ient  that  the
work was completed within two hours.  Those on hand to help were l , la l t
Gustafson, l '1er le Pu' l ' ley,  Bob Redrnond, Robert  Kean, Kieth t '1onjak,  Terry
Robertson. John Moon, Mary l4aynard and her husbanC Phi l ,  Eldon Hugelen,
Phi l  Peterson, Kent Petterson and Lee Gi1' l igan. 0ur thanks to al l  who
helped to make this years garden special .

Don't  bel ieve everything you read in those garden catalogs. The advert is in, ,

b lurbs of ten are misleading and the color pictures too perfect .  You need

to be aware i  n cata log order i  ng just  as you need to when buy i  ng d i  rect  that

cost alone should not dictate your choice.  To the untrained eye, the in i -

t ia l  pr ice of  a plant may seem expensive,  but consider ing the amount of

work and ef for t  wh i  ch go i  nto growi ng a t ree, shrub, or pl  ant ,  the pr i  ce

may De an excel lent  value. Plant pr ices must cover seed col lect ion,  green-

house growing t ime, pott ing requirements,  t ime sp"ent growing in the nursery

f  ie ld,  land values, taxes, soi l  Ioss,  harvest ing and distr ibut ion costs.

Because great care must be taken in rais ing a hea' l  thy plant,  be wary of

unusual  bargains.  l t  could mean the plant has not received the at tent ion
i1 should ha'ue.

' rAmer ican af  f  luence
faster than nature

WE WELCOHE NEW I. tEHBERS

track A. Porter
Itl20 Yesemlte Averue, Nortb

Mlnneapol ls,  Mlnn. 55lZZ
(5I2 )  ,46-692' l

Roberf T. Kean
1L75 Jwrcs Avelue, Soutb

Mlnneapolls, Mlnn. 55108
(512 ) 827- ' , l2L6

today contaminates

and man's Present

the nat ion's air ,  water,  and land

efforts can cleanse them'"
The Linton RePorI
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MGCM PRE

vs
DATES TO REMEMBER
Nov. 18-Dec 31 MGCM Promo Di spi  ay

second f loor Riverplace

Nov 27 MGCM Board of  Directors at
Duane Johnson's

Dec 4.

Dec 8-31

MGCM Annual Chr i  stmas party

Arboretum Festfval  of  Trees
C hanha s sen

VEGETABLES FOREVER

Christmas t ime, a season of  spir i tual  renewa'1,  of  qather ings of  farni l ies and fr iends,
and for MGCM's annual  Chr istmas Party.  0n the spei t rum of events of  the season, i t'may not have the_re1ig ' ious s igni f icance but we're r ight ly proud of  our Chr. istmas
Party held annuai ly.  I t 's  become one of  those tradi i loni  which we al l  look forward
to Yl !h pteasure.  Yes, the Parade of  Turkey's wi l l  be there.  For you new members,
you'1 ' l  just  have to come to see what we're ia lk ing about.  Everyone, br ing your
fami ly and fr iends to share in the fun. As usual ,  everyone is iskeO to Orlng awraped gi f t  to put under the Chr istmas Tree.

Al l  th is fun doesn' t  come eas' i1y.  l , la l t  Gustafson and the Party Conrmit tee wi l l 'have
qut in many hours prepar ing for the event.  t^Je'd l ike to extend our thanks to l . Ia l t
for  h is ef for ts.  Our Volunteer of  the Month for  December is, l , /a l t  Gustafson.

Wel l ,  i t 's  been a fast  r ide th is year.  I t 's  been fun and a . lot  of  work.  I t 's  a lso
been an honor being your President-  We hope you had an enjoyable year in your gardens
and in your c lub act iv i t ies.  I 'd l ike to extLnd special  t f rant<s to the gf f icers and
Board of  Directors that  supported me throughout the year.  Our commit tees have beenjust  outstanding and are the backbone of  what makes NGCN t ict<.  In addi t jon I ,d l ike
to thank al l  of  those indiv iduals who pi tched in when we cal led on them to he1p.

As we look forward to Chr istmas and the coming year,  we'd l ike to wish the incoming
0ff icers and Board of  Directors_a successful  le i r .  

' [ le ' re 
sure you wi l l  support  newPresident Merle Pul ley in al l  of  our act iv i t i ls  for  tne comint y"ur.

We've worked real  hard to make MGCI' I  v is ib le in the hort icul tural  comrnuni ty th is year.
This Chr istmas Season, you'11 f ind MGCM at two di f ferent locat ions throug-n t f re ena
of the year.  First ,  you might want to check out our promot ional  d isplay"at  River-place shopping center._ Riverplace is located aiong the Missi i i ippl  h iv l r  east  bank
Hennepin Ave. at  t4ain St.  near downtown Minneapol i i .  Look on the second f loor near
Braxton's Restraunt for  a bay window of a room where the Chi ldren's Story Hour js
held.  MGCM wi l l  a lso have a decorated Christmas Tree at  the Minnesota Llndscape
Arboretum for their  Fest ival  of  Trees. Watch for a s ign near the t ree wn. ich wi t t
credi  t  Norrn ter  steeg f  or  h ' i  s  desi  gn work on the tree.

C*"'o G*^dr*.-^11 -J. r*,
\JV
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DRIFT FROM THE SPRAYER
Culbert

Most I  ikely your garden has been put to bed for the winter.  0r  has i t?
Letrs take one last  look.  Have you protected young trees against  mice and
rabbi ts wi th hardware-cloth cyl  inders up to the I  ikely snow level--or rabbi t
stretching level?

Have you wrapped thin-barked trees (aspen, green ash, I inden, locust,
mountain ash) Co prevent sun-scald? A commercial  wrap is recommended be-
cause " they say" bur laP can absorb moisture f rom the trunk. Al  I  young and
newly planted trees need this protect ion.  In Minneapol is the south s ide
of recent ly planted boulevard t rees is spray-painted white for  several  years.
Wrapping home trees since cost is less of  a concern wi  I  I  prove more ef fec-
t  ive .

Are your t rees mulched and mulched correct ly? A sketch reproduced below
from the Greenhorn (Mansf ie ld 0hio MGC bul  let in)  shows the correct  way ro
apply mulch. l f  you've appl ied your mulch improper ly i t  may st i l l  be
possible to make adjustments wi thout resort  to hammer and chisel  to break
into f rozen crust .
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CORRECT MULCHING INCORRECT MULCHING

No protected
site for rodents
to ovenrinter

Water f lows
towards roots

Rodent
overwj.ntering
si tes

2-4
inches
;v\.r

**************************************************************************

Did you cover your strawberr ies? You may st i  I  I  have t ime. Last year I  for-
got about my bed of  Fort  Laramie strawberr ies unt i  I  January.  Then I  hast i  ly
covered the bed wi th branches chopped from my Chri  stmas tree--not the pre-
scr ibed straw. They came through beaut i fu l  ly .  (Of course Jungrs catalog
said they needed no cover.)  The fact  is  they grew rampant ly.  Product ion
wasn' t  a l l  that  great though so this year I  wonrt  cover the bed at  a l l .
l f  the strawberr ies die " f  ine".  l ' l  I  go back to using the space for t f re
root crops and beans from which i  t  was stolen in the f i  rst  p lace.

From now unt i  I  spr ing the white pine my neighbor brought f rom the woods 40
years a9o wi l l  cover my yard wi th needles.  White pines consistent ly have
a heavy fal l  needle drop--not so Austr ian pines which drop 4 year old
needles or spruces which hold their  needles 3-10 years.

(cont inued)

Water f low
away from
roots

6-8+
inghes
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s0ME lND00R cH0RES you might as wel  I  do now instead of  wai t ing.
o Check over your supply of  lef t -over seeds and determine ( t  i i t )  what and

how much of  each you real  ly  need for next year.  This way you may save
yoursel f  f rom going hog wi ld wi th your orders when you study those gor-
geous seed catalogs due to arr ive along wi th the income tax forms in the
mai ls over Chr istmas. Remember,  save for parsnips,  most f lower and veg-
etable seeds i f  kept in a cool  p lace in a t ight  container are v iable for
several  years.  The Sunray tomato seed I  purchased in 1979 have never
fai led to grow so l ' l l  use the remaining few seeds in 1991. I  keep my
excess seeds in a t ight ly sealed coffee can on a basement shel  f .

o Inspect stored roots and bulbs for  insects,  rot t ing or dehydrat ion.  This
includes the parsnips,  carrots and what not you may have dug up for win-
cer use and stowed away in sand. Persona I  I  y,  I  never use sand. I  dump
these vegetables into a tub of  water,  toss them out onto sheets of  news-
paper '  cut  of f  the growth t ip and the tai l ,  stand them tops down in a 5-'gal lon 

stone crock and pour on vermicul i te.  ( t t re insulat ing type not the
f  ine cut  agr icul tural  type which is far  more cost ly.)  Then I  r i - ' " r .e the
crock v igorously to get the vermicul  i te down into the spaces between the
vegetables.  In th is way I  have kept parsnips unt i l  the fo l  lowinq July.
By then a few may rot  but  the vermicul  i  te absorbs the moi sture 

"nA 
one

f inds a wet I  i t t le blob. The remaining parsnips are unaffected.

r  Check aga in on your houseplants for
of  systemics for  cont inued control

Insects. Invest igate the possibi l i ty

o Winter ize your lawn mower af ter  checking in the instruct ion booklet  for
instruct ions.  Remember,  

9nd dontt  ignore,  the warnings about gasol  ine
tumes and furnace pi lot  l iqhts.

o Gather up your garden tools.  Clean al  I  metal  parts.  Scrape and wire-
brush of f  a l  I  the d i  r t .  Sharpen shovel  s,  spades,.  t rowel s,  shears,  etc.
wi th a metal  f  i  le.  Coat the metal  parts wi th a th in oi l  ( l  in t  ivpe)
to prevent rust .  Coat the handles wi th l inseed oi l  to prevent drying
out.  Some handl  es may need repl  acement.  Do i  t  now I  est  you forget anct
f ind yoursel  f  wi th a useless tool  the f i  rst  t ime you set foot  in the
ga rden come s pr i  ng.

FROM THE EXCHANGES

Hand-held fer t i  I  izer spreaders are great for  apply ing sand,
bird seed to dr iveways, steps and sidewalks.

Urea used as an ice-melt  wi l l  not  stain the concrete.
is so s low release, i t  is  of  no danger to the crrass.

tven rn wlnter use copper sulphate i ldown the tuber l
I  i  nes.  Use i  t  at  the rate of  one pound per month.
a new one to me. Wou I  d the c i  ty object?

ice-melt  or

Besides, because I t

to control  roots in sewer
Editor says:  This is

The approximate depth of  ground moisture needed for winter survival  of '

8 inches
is 15 inches

2 to I  feet
3 to 5 feet

came from the Near East.
-5

Lawns is
Perennials
Shrubs is
Trees is

Carrots f  i rst



M
NdGCNA
ting Report

by Andy

November 13, 1990
The speaker at the November MGCM

meeting took members on tour of glass house
conservatories in the United States and England.
lrs Day has some natural interest in touring such
places, as he is the director of the Como Conser-
vatory in St. Paul. He has visited some 40 other
conservatories and shared his knowledge and his
views of them with us.

He got started exploring other conservato-
ries after hearing constant comparisons between
Como and Kew Gardens in England, after which
Como is supposedly modeled. He's been as far
away as England and as close as Milwaukee on
these visits.

Our slide tour began at Chatsworth in
England, home of the Duke of Devonshire. This
is where Sir Joseph Paxton began his original
research on large conservatories. The idea was to
have a place to maintain the many ropical plants
gathered and returned home by British explorers
and colonists. The original conservatories were
simply large buildings with lots of windows.

Kew Gardens is an example of the fully
developed conservatory style, with a metal girder
framework supporting an envelope of curved
glass. Kew is actually made up of 6 or 7 large
glass houses, all of which dwarf Como in scale.
The huge Palm Dome at Kew was supposedly the
model for the large central dome at Como, but as
lrs said, "Their structures are similar, but there is
little design resemblance. "

The Palm Dome is classic conservatory
architecture from just before the turn of the
century. Designs changed very little up until
recently. The Price of Wales greenhouse at Kew
is totaily contemporary, with the framework on
the outside rather than inside the building. It also
has sharp, modern lines as opposed to the graceful
curyes of the older buildings.

Conservatories, and greenhouses in gen-

Marlow

eral, ale huge energy consumers. Another modern
change in conservatory design is to put much of
the building underground to take advantage of
relatively constant temperatures in the soil.
Coupled with modern window technology, energy
costs are dramatically lower in the modern build-
ings.

The San Diego Conservatory beats them
all in energy savings. It is a lathe conserv&torY,
open to the elements in San Diego's Mediterra-
nean climate, but has the same fundamental
structure as other conservatories.

Many of the American conservatories, like
Como, were built in the early 1900s. And, like
Como, they have deteriorated over the years.
From I-es'report, Como seems to be ahead of
most in rebuilding its glorious structure. Como is
in the fifth year of rpbuilding with at least two
more yqrs to go. In the end, it will have cost
nearly $14 million.'The South Room, with it's
sunken garden, is still under construction now.
As it is finished up, the final touches will be
started on the dome. Then all that will be left is
the fern room.

kss well noticed is the fact that most of
the growing houses at Como have now been
replaced with modern structures. In addition to
playing host to 900,000 visitors ayar, Como also
grows all the annuals for 319 gardens in the St.
Paul Park system. 6 start-of-the-art growing
houses are now complete, with two more on the
way. One of the new ones will become an exhibit
area for ropical rain forest plants, whose natural
ecosystem is being rapidly wiped out.

The rebuilt Como Conservatory looks "
exactly the same as the old structure, but modern
materials and techniques will provide for a much
longer life. Conosion resistant stnrctural materi-
als and unbreakable polycarbonate (instead of
very breakable glass) windows guarantee it will
be around for generations to come.
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DTRECTORIS REPORT

The board of directors of Mensr Garden clubs of Arnerica met
in st. Louis Mo. on November second and third. There was
some rrFun and Gamesrr but, for the most part there was work
trying to better MGCA.

The fun and giames consisted of a Dinner on the Robert E Lee
boat one evening and a guided tour of the st. Louis
Botanical  Gardens. Very J-rnpressive!  !  ! .

The f i rst  one hal f  of  the f i rst  work session consisted of
reports and routine business--The Endowment and investment
fund is sound and growing slowry--Mernbership is decrining--
The budget is being able to be balanced, etc.

The second harf  of  the f i rst  .session and alr  i f  the second
session was devoted to the proposed changes in the
organization. New bylaws had been written and were
presented. The f irst i ten proposed in the new byraws was a
name change to Gardeners of Anerica rnc. A corporate name
already owned by Mensr Garden clubs of  Arner ica.  This i tem,
as you night expect, created much discussion. After a
recess, a proposar was made to form or change the corporate
name to GARDENERS rNc. (subject to legar aspects) with
operating divisions of MENS ' GARDEN CLUBS oF AMERTCA,
GARDENERS oF AI{ERrCA, and other divisions as the future
dictates.

This change Acconplishes nany favorable situations. rt rets
those clubs desir ing to cont inue as Menls Garden clubs to
continue on and without changing the national rogo. rt
arrows the forrnation of Garden crubs without the Men-onry
connotat ion.  r t  a l lows the expansion of  the orgranizat ion
with ne$r members at large, netr clubs, taking the
organizat ion Internat ional ,  Etc.  In ef fect ,  the larger
organization should be abre to serve itsr members betier
since operating funds can be obtained from more memberships
and from sources other than rnemberships.

The proposal passed. witFrout Dissent. Once the rtname changerl
was accomplished, the proposed bylaws were accepted, subJect
to legal requirements etc. The major other change in the
bylaws was the transfer of more power on rnajor decisions
from the Directors to the Mernbership

All in All  I  felt  the rneeting was a success and the changes
were for the betternent of the organj.zation.

' 
/2*.r, r,^/,d

Ehtery Member Sporurors AMeut lfiember
Eltery Metnber {ponsors AMeut lWember
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MORE ABOUT CIDER

Just as we were reading Lee Gi I  I  igan's art ic le on cider making (SPRAY,
November 1990) another MGC edi tor  came up with an art ic le on cider.  He,
l ike Lee, l is ted apple var iet ies to use. We prefer Gi l l iganrs l is t  because
i t  c i tes Minnesota var iet ies.  The other l  is t  has many var iet ies some not
even marketed in Minneapol is.  e.g.  "There is only one var iety of  apple that
makes excel lent  c ider al l  by i tsel f  .  That is Rome a verv late matur inq fa l l
aDole."

0ther excerpts of  interest  fo l  low.. . .  In general ,  i t  is  d i f f icul t  to make
real  ly  super c ider unless you use two or more var iet ies of  apples. . . .Apples
to be used for c ider fa l  I  into two groups: sweet or sub-acid,  and tart  or
acid.  Commercial  c ider makers always combine apples f rom both groups
l f  you can' t  f  ind tar t  var iet ies use a few crabapples--5 percent is p
. . .Late fa l l  apples make the best c ider because frost  increases the f
zest  and draws out the sugar.  Be sure to use sound apples.
they are smal l . . . .You should be able to make two to three gal
f rom each bushel  of  apples.  I  f  you use a hand cider press gr
twice.--The f  iner the gr ind,  the more cider you get.

CARE OF HOLIDAY HOUSE PLANTS

t 's ok
ons of  c
nd the a

enty.
avor,
E
I

ider
pples

Christmas caqtus {oes best in a br ight  but not sunny_spot wi th night temper-
atures of  60'-  70" F.  and dayt ime temperatures of  70" F.  Water when the
soi l  is  barely damp, and fert i l ize every two weeks. '  Af ter  the blossoms^
fade, cut  back on water and do not fer t i  I  ize.  Since temperarures of  50" F.
are required to set  buds, put the plants where i t  i 's  cool  and they should
set another rr f lush'r  of  buds. This can be done even for a th i rd t ime i t  is
c la imed.

Azaleas need cool  temperatures,  br ight  l ight ,
f f l  .  They a re ac id -  lov ing and I  i  ke to have
fert i l ize them when in bloom. Snip of f  faded
Feed every two weeks unt i l  new buds appear in

Cyc I  amens I  i  ke coo I  tempera tu res ,
Fert i l ize everv two weeks whi le b
over,  let  the plant rest  by al low
water ings.  In mid-summer repot w
more frequent ly.

high humidi ty and evenly moist
their  leaves misted. Do not

blossoms af ter  f lowering.
the f  a l  l .

br ight  indirect  sunl ight  and moist  soi l .
ooming. When the blossoming per iod is
ng the so i  I  to become ba re I  y d ry between
th f resh soi l :  then water and fert i l ize

Gloxinias need average home temperatures,  br ight  indi  rect  I  ight  and moist
;o lT.-Ert i l ize monthly whi le in bloom. After blossoming do not fer t i l ize,
and gradual  ly  reduce water unt i  I  the leaves wither.  Then withhold water
completely unt i  I  new growth appears in a few months.

Poinsett ias prefer a minimum of four hours of  d i rect  sun in a place without
draf t l .  Al low the soi l  to dry s l  ight ly before water ing.  Night temperatures
of 50o -  50o F. and average dayt ime temperatures are oest.  ieed every two
weeks dur ing the blooming per iod.  To ensure bloom for the next Chr ist-mas,
poinsett ias must have 14 hours of  total  darkness for 9 weeks beginning in
0ctober.

Start  to repot house plants in February.  Shi f t -  to pots one size larger,
except for  fast  growers such as coleus, impat iens and wax begonias.  Slow
growers such as dracaenas, Chr istmas cactus,  and jade plants can stay in
the same pots several  years.  Remove some soi  I  f rom the top and replace
with a f  resh mixture containinq fert i l  izer.

t


