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N/tGCNd
ting Report

by Andy Marl-ow

January 8. 1991

l"red (;lasoe

MGCM member Fred Glasoe sharcd his
views of seed catalogs. His generai rule is to buy
plants tiom local growers tbr their suitability to
our climate. A larger variety of seeds is availabie
irom catalogs, however, at the time when a gar-
dener should be buying his s€eds. Fred says you
should plan your garden and order seeds in Janu-
ary or February to be successful. Fred. in fact.
orders maly seeds in late December so he caJI
start the smallest ones, such as geraniums. bego-
nias and petunias, in January.

Fred says to always check the prices and the
amount of se€d per pack when ordering, There
aJe diiferences betwe€n the vadous catalogs.
Burpee. for instance, has more seeds per pack at a
lower price than Park's, but Park's has a better
selection of varieties.

The only way to get a good selection and
good quality in tubers and bulbs is fiom specia.lty
catalogs" lrcal retailers ate too limited in what
they sell. Fred also pointed out that catalogs have
Lots ol good. free information for gardenen. Just
don't be too eager to believe lhe hardiness claims
made by some southem nurseries!

Paul Aarestad

Paul Aarestad has be€n at lakewood Cem-
etery for 9 years now, Iong enough to give him a
deep appreciation for the history and tradition of
this Victorian era cemetery. tzkewood. in fact,
was carefully planned as a garden. wi$ unique
and rare trees, grac€ful sight lines fiom roads and
wa.lkways, and an atmosphere that reflects Victo-
nar concem for fine living and fine ans.

lakewood has 24 full-time grounds people,
including i8 in tbe geenhous€ under Paui's
supervision.

The two greenhouses ate in operation year
round. growing poinsettias. Easter lilies and
cannas. Many annuals are also seeded each year
tor border plantings and the thousand or so urns
that grace the grounds.

The large beds at the entrance and thtough-
out the grounds are famous for their displays of
tulips in the spring and calnas in the summer.
50OO tulips are needed to fill the entrance bed
alone. The other require only about 3000 bulbs.
which are dug up and discarded each sp.ing to
make room tbr the cannas about a week belore
Memonal Day.

Lakewood's long history has created cenaln
exp€ctations -- one of them that the grounds wili
be looking exactly right for Memorial Day, the
busiest single day of tie year and often the occa-
sion ior a family's only visit of the year. They
expect to see lll(ewood looking just as they
remember it.

Paul says even changing the color of the
blooms wiil create problems with some people
And he has learned the hard way over the years
that some things continue to be done one way
simply because they work. Extensive use of
Copper King cannas is based on their continued
success. And tle same color tulips have been used
since at least 1955.

The cannas are not thrcwn oul each ye"t. as
are the tulips. They are dug, stored on the cold
grcund beneath benches in the gteenhouses. and
coaxed back to iife in February each year. Aftell
weeks of growing in flats, lhey are planled 2 or .l
to a 5" pot and allowed to grcw until trarspianted
outdoors in May.

Soil prepantion is the key to the success of
the takewood plantings. The soil is deepiy tilled
so that holes for planting cannas can be dug easily
with a gloved hand. The rcsult: conslstently
sp€ctacular displays of brilliaflt color for all who
pass by or tkough lzkewood Cemetery.



} IEN'S GARDEN CLUBO I  M I  NNEAPOLT S ,  INC, ?ROPOSED BUDGET FOR I  99 L

Dues

Yeet ings

calendar SaIes
f lover Shor, t
S Lide Shov
Raf f1e

Interest
CARDEN SPRAY
Dlrec rory

Convent ion DeIegaEes

YN Hort .  Soc.
MGCA
Fragrance Garden
Pa^D I  r  f^r  P,rL<

Publ ic l ty Comit tee
r  i  f  4 MaEhprcF rn

Nac. Jr .  Hort .  Assn.
TOTALS

the St.  Paul

vored upon at  the February meet ing)

$ 3,000

4,500
4,500

700
2,204
2,254

500
600
100
200
25

1'

__

--

--

.-

$t9 ,27 5

(ro be

INCOME SOURCES EXPENDITURES

(MGCM)
(Hort .  soc.  )

$ 1 ,250
1,025
4,6t5
2,500

700
2 ,300
1,800

:: '

500
200

1 ,260
t25
150
100
250
100
600
150
250
100
150
50

100
t50
r00

I IEMBERS IN THE NEWS

that  Ted LeBout i l l ier  recent ly rras the subject  of  a feature a! t lc1e in

Chet Groger was pic lured tv lce in a not so recent Minnesota-Dakota Klwanis b! l1el in.

--The Edina Golden K organized a neu Richf le ld Kiwanis c lub--The same page pictured

a Chishorn MN group wirh "Dr.  John Regan, Ptogran Speaker",  I t  looked l ike MCCM's

John Resan.

when nembers get in the paper--any paper-- l i l l  sof leone please send a c l ipPing lo

rhe SPMY. We are al l  interested in news about neabers.

AT THE JANUARY MEET]NG
Hoi. 'a.d Berg, Lee Gi l l igan
Charles Carlson eas naned
Bit l  Hu11 gave Green Thumb

Mel Anderson.. . .
Duane Johnson.. .

and Russ Snith received Spade Club
Rookie of  the Year.

awards for perfec!  at te[dance to:
. . I  year Greg Smith. . , . .
. , I  year Joe Stenger, . . .
Kent Petterson.. . . .2 years
Russ Sni th. , . . . . . . .5 years

. r ,  year
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Note thal  in March we neet

PLEASE MAKE THE FOLLOIIINC

CHECK YOUR 19 9I DIRECTORY

on che loth:  in August i re tour o-1 L\e l  rh:  rn Decerber
Ehe 3rd.

CORRECTIONS IN YOUR I99I DlRECTORY.

o The auct ion wi l l  be heLd May L4th NOT 7th as pr inted.

.  Michaet Schwartz '  address is l0 Del lvood Ave.

o cregory Sni th 's !9g $qC nuff iet  is  591-5996; his of f ice phone is 545-4404.

Is I9! I  address correct i  Is the celePhone nunbet correct l  I f  you f ind an error

noEify tne SPRAY co that Le mav publ ish the correcr io- .

NAMES TO ADD TO YOUR I99L MCCM DIRECTORY
(0r lo cut  f rom the I990 directory and paste in)

Len T. Brenny
943 - 88th Ave. Nl, i

Coon Rapids,  YN 55433

2421 Irv ing Ave. S.
l{ inneapol is,  }1N 55405

v.rv M,o, ' i  rc I  .  rh:n

2L6l Doswel l  Ave.
St.  Paul ,  MN 55108

Sid D. Nystrom
996 GIen PauI Court

Shoreview, MN 55126

Norman Ter Steeg
4708 Co l fax Ave. s.

186-5114
5 40-9 600

17 4- 5 188

483-9861
91r-6t22

8 22-037 L

64r+-7388
348-4444

Floyd Ashley has been added to the En€rgency Telephone Conmittee

Bi l l  Eul1 cal led the 50th Anniversary comir tee togethe! on Januarv 31sl  for  "a

brain-storming session" lo cone uP with a l is t  of  polent ia l  events we night sponsor
our 50th charter anr iversary Oclober L,  I992. Bi l l  is  making a runnlng

start  just  as he did on our 1988 convent ion.  This should resul t  1r  a bang-uP cele-

ANOTHER GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY (Abr1d8ed art lc le frol !  the Yardner)

The year 1991 is the GoLd€n Anniversarv of  the Menrs Carden Club of  Houston's af f i l -

iat ion v i th the Men's Garden Clubs of  America.  Eack in th€ 30's '  before gardening

becane widespread in popular i ty,  a sna]I  Sroup of men got logether in Houston for

the pulpose of tearning nore abou! gardenj.ng encoulaged by the success of nen's

grra""  cf" ls energing in other c i l ies.  At  the Decenber 1940 neet lng the c lub voted

io af f i l iate wi th the nat ioral  group of  men's garden ct lbs;  l ' lenrs Galden Clubs of

Anerica. The dues for Nal lonal -  12 cents pe. memb€r per yeal '  the 1ocal c lub l toutd

absorb f lon i t 's  $I .00 per yeat dues. Hot€ve! i f  a ner ber vanted a copy of  lhe

National nonthly bulLet in,  i t  was going to be a ! 'hopping 25 certs per vea' '  Then

other men's garden clubs began springing up: in May a mention of the Dal las MGC'

a second for the state; then in June a nent j-on of the Pott  Ar lhur MGC af ld Ki lgore

Mcc, In Novenber 1941 (our) but let in was given the name of "The Yardner" '  The

naoe Yardner \ tas selected because l t  expressed the interest in lhe club not only

ir  growing f lowers, but in Bainrelning a pleasant apPearance of the yard'  so the

nane was contracted f loE Yard Garde$et '

Sunf lo '^ 'ers whlch actual ly rotate !o fol low the sun rank
I{ere are a few of lhe lop foods the sunf lorer produces:
Thlanin, and anong the top 20 in Ribof lavin, Vi tamin E.
neslun, Manganese, Phosphores'  Zinc '  and Protein.

high in vi tanins and ninerals.
Folate,  Niacin,  Panlheno1,

,  Calc iun, Copper,  I ron,  Mag-



Qnu* lMrt&u"Lffs--=
The budget pr inted in th is issue of  the Spray gives the l ,1GCM
menbers an overvievJ of  the act iv i t jes and prograf i rs out l  ined
for calendar year 1991. Dur ing the budget meet inqs the
comnjt tee members review expendi t ! res f rom the past years,
I  ook at  current operat ing expenses and project  needs for the
nex! year.

eo

ns

that

Dur ing the budget process the conmit tee proposed that th
Club reinstate the "raf f le"  to generate funds for the 50
Anniversary Con,ni t tee.  Also note that  the monthly meet i
costs (rent for  the meet ing faci l i t ies pl !s cost  of  meal
wi l l  be $6.50. Lake Harr iet  Uni ted l4ethodist  Church dou
the rent for  the meet ing space last  year f ron $50 to $10
and the club had been s!bsidiz ing the di f ference, That m
that i f  only f j f ty  members at tend a monthly meet ing the
"cover" charge is about $2 per person. In compari  son, t
Ramsey Co!nty Garden Cl ub meets jn a restaurant and pays
$7.50 per mernber,  An informal pol  I  of  members suggests
there js almost no inpetus to seek another locat ion.  Ho
you feel  about i  t?

e
th
ng
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0
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Speaking of  money matters,  Kent Petterson has draf ted a
revised dues structure in an at tempt to remove the
dis jncent ive f rom joining l4CG14 other than at  the start  of
the new year or the 0ctober -  December "Bonus" per iod,  That
new dues str !cture proposal  sho! ld be forthcoming along with
a revised membership appl jcat ion.  l , /  e want to coordinate
efforts to conduct maior recrui tment dr ives dur ing the nonth
of t4ay when we can sol ic i t  new members f rom our respect jve
nei  ghborhoods, The chal  lenge for our c l !b is to recrui  t  new
metnbers.  I le need new members interested jn the pursui t  of
hort icul ture excel lence, coml iunj ty serv ' ice,  volunteer ism,
and fel lorrship.  | /Jouldn' t  i t  be qreat to stand 150 menbers
strong by our 50th anniversary date jn 0ctober of  1992?

0n a f inal  note,  two leadership posi t ions need to be f i l led
with respect to the commit tees. Before we start  to twrst
arms, i t  would be nice i f  two members came forth to
vol  unteer,  one to chair  the Fl  orer and Vegetable Sho|1l  and
also someone to chair  the Awards and Trophies Comnit tee.
How about some of you "new€r" metrbers? Please give a cal l
i f  you are interested.

Cordial ly,

l'/"<?
Presi

,"qa)

l '1.T.Pul ley,



THE SEASON'S A BIT DIFFERENT DOWN HERE

l\ 'hen Ire arr ived in southern Louis iana in ear ly December,  lhere,n,ere l
. .aporJgons.

_.r i .  . l  ,  .cc .Je ! \ ,n{  oa ,s
bei , l l  .omeL/nar _rost  o lerdnL -  ossume \e) hld been planLed 1n

' ' 's-  o.ore chrrs!r l ]ds.

ho o.n6/1r .  
-  

r  .6-  t -  r red Lo 20 ror-ooc . . i  i  .h 
'  -  . r  -  ,  

-1d Lo

- -Lhey \ . rere a bi t  tougher than the

,{e . Iso sd, , r  vecy ' l rco voqe-aole qrrdens on our rrr i  /a l - -" '1-h s-ch rhi . los

'  -ou rse,  tose
lhings LhaL l ike cooler n 'eabher and are some\\ 'ha!  f rost  toLeranl ,  I
assume Lhese had : l lso been planted in ear ly October.  Some l \ ' iLhs!ood
the co ld temperaLure.

i .Je' I I  f ind ou! in January ' , rhether the cameLl ias v iLhs!ood the cord.
They are evergreen shrubs, bLossoming in January- The bLossoms come
1n qorfeous shades oa pink,  uhl le and red. The plants respond amazlngLy
Lo the appl icaLion of  q iberel l ic  acid,  end at  lhe cameLl la shows,
separate c lasses are set  Lrp ror Lhe Lrealed and untreabed pIanLs

tr{e Lhink l ' larch is the most beaut i fu l  month here.  The l rees which
have been bare al l  l r inter then come inLo bud, Bub l that  are most beau-
t i fu l  are the dog\,roods and azaleas, BoLh seern somewhat nondescr lpt

' '  for th Ln unoa ev-L|e Y-dr >|Jr  I  Lg d,  ,  ,  v*: ,  L '<|  vur-L

oo-e OedlLy.  dof,n d(e t  dr '  I t  J^-r . r  r . rJCr t rees wnlc ' l
F- i rcr  :h^vc Fham The . ionuood blossoms are el ther 

"JhI le 
or Lrght

prnK.

In Minnesota breeders at  the Universi ty have \ torked For many years lo
gro\4 'azaleas which wiI I  \ t i thstand the I innesota c l imate--and certarnly
considerable proqress has been made. But rrhen compared bo lhe azaleas
growrng 1n ih is area, I the ef for ts made in i { innesoLa sean rather feeble.
Even the Liniest ,  unassuming l i t t Ie shrub becomes a nagni l icent drsplry
The blossoming cont inues t l , Io to four l teeks depending on weather conclr-
l ions.  Everyone I  feel  ought !o make a t r ip ai  least  once Lo Lhe
soulh and east lo see l rh is magnif icenl  s9eclacle.

Somehow i t  hardly seems fair--we struggle so to gro our fe l r  azaleas'
lhe pLanls are expensive,  the soi l  mus! bie acidi f ied_-and here they seem

to gro\r  everyvhere wi lh no ef for t  aL aLl .  Plants can be purchased for as

l i t t le as $2.00, blossoming the next spr ing.

hre in the north do have some advantages however.  L i lacs can' t  be
grovn here a!  af f .  Nor can rhubarb.  Tul ips must be precooled

reIr iqeraLeo, Ior  several  l reeks beroro D]anr ino.  fhen -1ey ctsnnoL be

lef t  in the ground to blosson the next year-- they have to be dug up,
ro,- i .6-r .a l .  nn i \F ' ]  roDLanted.

So e each have our advantages, but a br ip to Lhe southl 'and is cer latnly

a del ight fL l l  exper ience dur ing our 1/ inter months.

-6-
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MERI,E PUILEY, PRESIDENT: As a rnember s ince 1986, Merle has been
very act ive in l rhe Club. He has served as Director and Vice
PresidenL and has served regrular ly on lhe Fragrance carden and
FIorer and veqe!able Shov/ CommiLr-es.  Ldsr year he \ron Seclron
Championship for  h is raspberr ies at  bhe shov as 1,re1f as Sweep-

l ' ler .L e is dT insLruccor and r  l^ .cnc -
r  I  -<- -  t . . r6 r .  f .a . j  6 ld Of Mark_

a- in-  >-.  r^. ts. . .F_ wrj - - . -  q6 E-rra-rv uas I  ra^-, . i .Ler for  Lhe
r  _.6c!aI  interest  in l " lexico.  He sDeaks

Spanish and has notored LhroughoLrt  J,4exico dur ing eytended vis i ts
to LhaL country.

GREGoRY SMITH, VICE PRESIDENT: Greg is in the middle of  a three
-h- a '  , t^  r ln.a wirF . r t -hFr Russ and

son Matthel{ .  He f i rst  jo ined the club in 1982 and has served on
irhe Arbor Day, Fragrance Garden and Tour commit tees aod as chair-
mdn of  lhe .Ldtter.  His qarden l ras on our JuIy Eour I1st  1ear,
exhibl t inq nevly desj .gned areas for vegetables,  annuals and roses.
Greg is a real  estate aporaiser r , r i th Russel l  Smi lh Associates and

- _ - .Je company .

ELDoN HUGELEN, SECRETARY: Eldon jo ined us in 1989 and has served
on the Fragrancc Garden commit tee. He venturec into -he shov r ino
fast  year and r . ras Sveepstakes Runner-up for f lo i ters and Rookie Ex-
hibi tor  of  lhe year.  He grolrs nost ly perennials.  Eldon is a sel f -
employed landscape archi tect .

MELV]N ANDERSON, TREASURER: A nEnbET SiNCE 1988, ME1 1'AS A DiT-
ector fast  year and has served on Lhe Plant Auct ion,  FIol ier  and
vegetable Shol , r  and Ch! istmas Party commj. tLees. He grovs vegetables
>nr .arohhirrc rn. l  , /^ .  rF6 NI:+i^n;r  \ /ad-r : l . '1A nLtrr , l  : t !dr  L vcd! :

sho17 plus the Sveepstakes Alrard for  veqetables.  He gro s some ann-
rr i lq brrr  psDeciaf lv enjovs l r .w'  vrr iF- io< lnd scenled
dcranj j rm<- Met hrs I  con i r  rF6 h.rc i ra<c in Netr  UIm

and he enjoys helping out there rrhen he is needed. Me1 as a cost
accountant at  the Ford Assembly P1ant.

KENT PETTERSON, PAST PRESIDENT: KENI hAS bEEN A NCMbET S1NCE 1986
and has served as Dlrector,  v ice President and Iasl  year 's Pres-
ident.  He serves on the Flor\ 'e!  and vegetable Shoi t  Conmit tee and
is chairman again th is year of  the Fragrance Garden commit tee.
Kent shovs regular ly at  the sho{ and won the Nat ional  Avard for

HA h:c :  e^a. ia l  in iFra<t in herbi o'rs vr  I  r r r  I

then along r / ich lLancs lnd f lovers for  arranoemen!s.  His garden
is of ten on tour.  This year he is enlol led in the Master Gardener
program. t {enE is an Est i f iator for  Ldughl j .n Fleclr ic company.

CHARLES BENsoN, DIRECToR: A menber s ince 1986, char les serves on
the chr istmas Party and Sunshine commiLtees. This is hi .s second
year as a Director and he is involved in devetoping a special  ]ogo
for our 50th Anniversary in 1992 chal les is an Elementary Art
teacher at  concord School  in Edina and last  yea! exper imented vl !h
his s i rudents in groving "Space Tomatos",  using seeds furnished by
NAqA rFfer hFind in E6.^ l lF.rs DaDression CIaSs.

-9-



LEE cILLIGAN, DIRECTOR: Lee jo ined our Ctub rn 1989 and nov serves
his second year as Director.  Those on the JuIy 1989 tour salr  h is
i^6rF .r .hard.  rose dardFn, hundredS or lhOUSandS of coleus and

impat iens dnd his many annuals and serennlals.  In SepEember I990,
Lee invi led us al l  to Lee Gi l l igan's Hidden orchard for  an af ter-

^^^h ^F. jdFr 
nrF<<ind- Hr.  iS a volunteer at  the Arboretum and iS

a menber of  the Greenhouse Gardening Society.  He is also a Master
ca!dener.  Lee ret i !ed as o\rner af  Crystal  Shamrock Avlat ion,  l th ich
his son nov runs.

PHIL PETERSON, DIRECToR: A member s ince 1978, Phi l  has been act ive
in many areas. He has chaired the Fragrance Garden Commll tee and
has served on the Arbor Day, FIover and veqetable Shov, PIa4t Auct ion
and sunshine Commit tees. He chairs the Latter again th is year" He
has shovn f1o\ters and vegeEabtcs nany cimcs dnd l  as s?eeDs!akes Run-
ner-u9 for vegerab.Ies .Lost vear.  His comrLete girden, incLudino
roses, has been on tour.  He enjoys gol f  and f ishinq and misses his
cabin at  Moose Lake. Phi I  s l i l1 has sone associat ion ui th equlp-
mcn t  s l . les Lo oai , r ies.

LLOYD wTTTSToCK, DIRECTOR: A denber s ince 1982. LIoyd serves on the
c-. ; ; . - - -  err i l6h :h. l  Dh^Fd.J-.- \v . rFr: t t -ooc r_i-ac i .  - .a--

etables and enters our sho1t.  Al though he ! t ro l rs f lo\rers,  he enJoys
d version of  s:uare FooL ._ardenino -or Jotn "1o\ 'ers and vege!abIes,
vhere pract ices intercropPing or doubLe-croPPing. l le cont inual ly
tr ies new aod unusual  vegetables.  His garden vas on the 1990 tour.
Lloyd is an instructor and curr iculum director for  Aner ican Indian
Vocat ionaL School .

STILL TIMEIY A.DVICE THOUCH WRITTEN YEARS AGO
by c.  B.  Cl loan

(Thts) \ ' r i te.  is strongly in favor of using f lats for start lng seeds'  and l t l th the
except lon of Cornf low€rs, Everlast lng Pea, Hol lyhock, Poppy, and S\teet Peas'  al l  of
the above ir i l l  respond favorably to this treatment.  In using f lacs there ar€ Pro-
bably xore DO NOTiS than DorS. DO NoT nake the f lats too large -  12 x 16 lnches
with a depth of 3 inches is a convenient si .ze. DO NOT bui ld the f la!  to hold elater

- leave cracks or dr11l snal l  holes for drainage and/or I 'ater ing. D0 NoT waler from

the top -  af ter the seed ls planted and the soi l  f lmed doi,m '  set che f lat  ln a Pan
of sate! and pernl t  the caPi l lary act lon to br ing lhe noisture to the sul face of the

soi l .  DO NOT then set the f lat  in the sun - cover with Paper and glass only unt l ]

the seei i -gernlnate 
'  

ther tenove both and Place the f lat  1n part ial  shede for a fer

days. !L!9! t ransplant too soot!  -  better to \ . /ai t  too 1ong, and in any case not
befoie the true leaves appear.  D0 NoT keeP the soi l  too net after lhe plaf l ts are up

- i !  is very l ikely to cause daDping off .

I t  is also a good plan to t taosplant to and hold in sna1l Pots o. Plant ba[ds for two

or three \reeks before sett i r lg i r  the pemanent beds as thls Perioi ts lhe seedl lngs to

recover fron the shock of t ral lsplant lng, and they 
' I i l l  

be \ te11 dn their  rray lghen
placed in the open ground. I t  ls al \ tays wel l  to use ster l l lzed soi l  uhtch I I1ay be

obt; ined by soakidg \r i th bol- l lng I 'ater,  or baking in the ov€n - the lat let  roethod
lequir ldg comprise \r i !h the good l ' l fe o! sending hei ou! of  tovlr  for a day or teo.

Nurderous cheoicals are avai lable for soi l  ster i l lzat ion'  but nay not be used lEoe-

diately prior to rh:_:"ji: ._t. 
:::t 

j:..r::.:r.

vE WELCoME NEW MEMBER Peter A. Rejto.
directory.

His address and phone nuDber is aheady 1n out


